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[85 E N we addreſs ourſelves 
to females, there is a cer- 
\exin delicate 1 manner which ought 
"to be adopted; and a particular 
-mode of -inſtruRion 'adhered to, 
-which is: peculiarly calculated for 
zthe Fegprovitevind of the ſex. -:: 
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Tas performance iS Gogh 
for the uſe of the Ladies, and the 
- Author 


vi . PREFACE. 


| Author has endeavoured to chuſe - 
ſichſubjets 2s -are-beft adapted 
for their entertainment... Flowers 
| are generally familiar to young 
| ' . people, more eſpecially to females. 
| Lf thoſe, according to, the, licenc 
"of fable, can be tnadeo ſpeak th 
: - Ianguage of inſtruQtion; it is like- 
ly; that the delightful leſſons they 
deliver, .will prevail, and thus - 
| '/Frox4, in her Gmple garb, may 
'  inevlcate thoſe morals which Pal- 


las might approve, though i in-2 
a mote delightful drefs. 'Ayoung 
lady can ſcarcely take a walk 1n 
M4 na or  feleR a a noſegay for 
an 


_ WO 


PREFACE. vi 


an ornament, without beholding 
ſome of thoſe flowers whoſe yari- 
ous qualities are here deſcribed, 


and whoſe beauties they cannot be 
ignorant. _— | 
Ts No Be wevdich i4tabge 
"upon this ſabje&. | Tt - remains 


only to obſerve, that theſe Fables 
which have been generally well 
received, are now reviſed,” cor- 
reed, and rendered more harmo- 


| nious in the meaſure, as well as 


more conciſe in the narration ; 
whereby they may become more 
grateful 'to'the ear, 'and be more 
likely to make a laſting imprefſion | 


upon the memory. 
WiTH 


vii, PREFACE. 


 Wirn theſe little alterations 
and ameridments, the work is 
'humbly recommended to Parents, 
"Guardians, and” the Teachers of 
Schools, where young Hadies' are 


-educated, and is ſubmitted to- the 


.candour of the PuBL1c in gene- 
; al, + | | 
> By 


7 ht moſt obedient Servant, 
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I, 


A'S late I wander'd o'er the /flow'ry plain, - 
Where Cambrian Cluyd pours his ſilver 

Amidf the'pleaſures of fair Plenty's reign, 

And bluſhing flow'rs and fruits on ev'ry ſide; 


Wu. 
Soft ſigh'd the weſt winds, murm'ting o'erthe 
| Whoſe ev'ry charm roſe freiter from the 
\,_ bred; ji mpatg. 3; 
The Tofty hills niore boldly kifs'd the gale, - 
"Which 'Kimih'd their tops, :and ſhook the 
+ wavy trees, 7 


A The 
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do v4 Cans. abner ly 2 6g fot 
Bright Phoebus ſunk, dim " now ſucs 
$3 as Ceeas, _; 9:01 OL 


The ſun deſcending, ſhot his golden beams 


"Afſkarce, with' many a cloud his ev'ning 
throne 
Adorn'd ; while mountains, woods, and lucent 
ſtreams, /+ 
With the laſt bl Vickes of bis hls altos ſhone, 


IV, 


Fat firetching Hence; Cambria's rough heights 
V6.4: Witwy Dull ned mel vio if A. 
Where [ iberty long ſince fotlorn retir'd, 

Left fairer cHmes, and ſkies" of brighter hue, 


: And; but at/laft; triumphantly expir'd : 


# 
_ Oy "ff ew -' 
ww.» z 


Yet gleaming Jobious fk ancortain ra Y, 
While wremblingly among-the vocal reeds 
«.'/The ey'ning breezes: as PRs faintly oy 
14» , Amid 


- {\"Y . | Fol 
* \ * Aa 
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| VL. 


Amid e this beauteous, ſoft, and flow'ry ſcene, 


On a high baak;, all liftleſs, I reclin'd ; 


E Whoſe ſhelving fides were crown'd with lively 


7 green, 
"By tufted trees and bord'ring flow'rs con- 
fin'd, 


vn. 


| Ab; wah, FA Seger BY roving maid, 


When gentle ſleep had fetter'd all my pow'rs 


. In golden chains, my buſy mind convey'd 


'"To other landſcapes'and immortal bowr's. 


vn. 


Methought I ſtood amidſt a garden fair, 


Whoſe bounds no fight of mortal eye could 
trace, '4 


Sims 'mid-way, betwixt earth] ſeas, and air, 


| Not mark*'d-by Time, nor circumſerib'd by 
Space, __ 


A 2 Not 
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Senis 6 breath'd eternal Rm o'er the 4 
And ge winds, v 'er Fragrant lawns at 


Nuts beautcons buts ditt by mottal hind, 
And op'ning, fHlow'rs that withouf planting 
> a 


”"; 


X. 


$& | 
| Meanwhile, ſoft mafic echoing from each grove, 
| Tur'd wo partnniatey ry moſt _ and 


1 "Clear, ©! 
That breath'd the foul of Py LO ww, 
-ThrilPs the 'tapt- breaft,” and charm'd the 
lik'ning ear. 
as 
XI, 


| Theſe themes of i fieatT. furyey'd, 
Attentive hanging on each dying ſound ; 
Pleas'd with the.glories which. I ſaw diſplay'd, 


And ſcenes of "Ga ning 
round; as 59 : * 
Yet 


A, 
Lo #\ 
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\ Yet ill methought a. centain. want-appear'd, 


Of ſome to own this (pot, ſo heawnly fair, 
Elſe were each charming flow'ret vainly rear'd, 
<4 To bloom ungotic'd to the deſart air.” 


Aill, 


Thus as I paus'd, ill louder ſwell'd the notes, 


From ev'ry buſh, and brake, and echoing 
hill ; 


While choirs ceeleflial ſeem'd to. tune their 
. thr oats,.- me 
And with glad voice the chearful chorus fl, 


XIV, 
Then, by ſome magic Pow'r ſwift ſnatch'd a- 
waſte ' 
| Evy'n to the midſt of that delightful land, 
I view'd at once all clad in bright array, 


. A thouſand Genii of the Gardens ftand, 
| Az3 Mo Bat 


3' ZEPHYRUS AND FLORA; 


XV. 


Bat far above: all theſe a ſeat was plac'd, $:- 
Dreſs'd with each flow' r that ev'ry ſeaſon 
knows, 
Whoſe vary'd tints, in gem-like order, grac'd 
The rural theatre which gradual roſe. 


XVI. 


For lo! the Genius of each blopming flow'r 
Brought his own ' fay'rite with peculiar care, 
To deck the-arch of this inchanted bow'r, . 
And, bowing at the ns, he e's it 
there, | 


XVII. 


Bright was the ſcenes ;—bur oh ! _ pen can 
trace | 

The heav'nly beauties of the matchleſs Two, 

Who, glowing with each brigbt celeſtial grace, 

Sat there wort, conſpicuvas t: to the view boy. 


Xx "ETE OI 5; 


XVIII. 


The firſt, a youth of ſweet and gentle mien, 
L With many a wreath and knotted garland 
crown'd ; | 
Whoſe beauteous vilage glow'd with charms 
FLIES GO | 
And on whoſe ſhoulders purple wings were 
bound : | 


X1X.. 


His name was ZeyayRus ; and next him ſat 

Ce, The beauteous goddeſs of the blooming year, 
' |} The conſtant partner of his rural ſtate, 
it ' To: heav'n and earth, to gods and mortals 
| dear ;- 
XX. 

FLor a, bright pow'r, who ſheds cs 
'ean ſweets 
.C'er thouſand lands, "what time her gifts ap- 
WO, | pear, ; P 
What time her coolant with his kiſſes greets 
The Her coral lips, and wakes the rifing year. 

q A 4 Her 
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XXL. 
Her beauteous' face was deck'd with youthful 


ves. 5 
Her hy form in Fran robes was dreſs'ds 
Arid ev'ry charm wild Nature could provide, 
_ Adorn 'd her head, an GE upon | hor 
"Wn * | 


XXL 


Befde che rope, rang'd in fair ader, food 
The various Seaſons of the. rolling year! 
'By _— train of a weeks, days, pur- 
ſud: _ 
_ And all their various ; ſymbols fouriſh'd here« 


- 
- -% 
XXIV 
= 


Firſt was the Syn 1200, let by the roſy Hour, 
With all the Loves and Graces in her train ; 
Deck'd with her wreath of never-fading flow'rs, 
"GAY oJours o'er The fmilipg- ae , 
42% | A / exe 


JI, 


er 


nh ; 
rs, 


A VISION: 


XXIV. 


Next SUMNER ffogd ; his cheeks with ardour 
fir'd, 
With his own bluſhing fruit and harveſts 
crown'd ; 
Before whoſe face the infant Spring retir'ds 
And with her roſes ſtrew'd the ruflet ground. 


XXV. 


Stain'd with the grape's preſs*d jus, with fleas 
djer pace, 
Sill looking backward'on preceding time, 
Ripe AvTOmn next ſucceeded-in his place; 
Scatt'ring rich ns the growth of ev'ry 
clme. ; 


XXVI. 


Lf Wings > came, with heavy fiep and flow, 
A hoary captive bound in icy chains ; 
With, haggard.eyes, and mantle dipp'dj in ſnow, 


Who Rill Rs in Spring's of'n realms 
- ,, complai 8 
ot 
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XXVIL. 


Not one of theſe, but from their various ſtore 

Some off ring meet to lovely Flora pay ; , 
Not one of theſe, but wiſh that off*ring more, 
- And her ſoft reign moſt willingly obey. 


XXVIII. 
% | | 
Evin WixTER's ſelf,with look averted, throws, 
. His thin-ftrewn flow'rets on, the goddeſs* 
ſhrine ; 


Ev'n biz cold boſom for a- moment glows, | 
When he beholds her radiant form divine. 


XXX, 


_ .' But now the Genii of each PT and flow'r, 
Rang'd in fair order, wait her high com- 
: mands : "pb 
And each, approaching GG delicious bow'r, 
.Jn expeQation of her rerdig ſands, 


For 


Þ CI” | E V1 STON." : on 


RXXR 


For many of the garden's painted race, 
And ſome that with their” colours deck the - 
feld, | # | | | 
Rivals in wealth, in beauty, and in grace, * 
Had wag'd high WIS APERCOINg how to 
ops ; 


- XXXl.- 
And mos; Py empty ſhew and titles vain ; 
Alas ! that Pride ſo many ſhould deraivel y 
Claim'd o'er their kindred. plants and flow'rgto 
| reign : 
And of their RK arupeny would bereave, 


EE 1s XXXII. 
The. Crown Imperial, and the ſpurious Flow't 
'Which boaſts of royal arms and ſplended 


_ - . mien®; 
The wailike Plant * thar claims wma 


"pow'r'y;, 
And that gay lady call'd the Meadoys Wn 
ING; 


. Irie, or Fleur de 1;s; + Larkfpur;" 
ws ''F A 6 | All 


1. ZEPHYR US|AND FL ORA; 


XXX1IN. 


All theſe, FR NATE os ſcorn'd a ſpbjeR ſtate, 
. Rake to the dlaim 0: fbigh i na (way : 


Forgetting—to be good was to be great--- 
They. roſe to rule, uppraftis'd to obey. 


þ 2 XXXIV. 


Alcza proud 7 ; and/lavely Venns' joy, _. 
That does from adverſe winds its ticle claimz 
'The:once conceiced; ſelf-admiring Boy, 

"Whoſe love: prepoiFroue gave a flow'r. a 


name, 
«TRL is - 3 + +, & Fu 


XXXV, 


The gay Carnation dipp 4. ir in brighteſt dyes, 
| Who fill. with Shirſt, of- praiſe and glory 


_ burns; 


With her:whoſk, pirrggy chaatadetaded eye *, 
And ſhe that Rill to her lov'd Phaphug.turnst- 


{The Hollybock: 'd Bal Flower, Oorn Violet, 


ao waa _ 
Theſe 


/ 


A YV+StON ng 


XXXVI. 


Theſe, with their num'rous chiefs of difPrent 
hues, 
The painted Coek's Comb, and bar" lf 
53 etal; 3 
Their beauties vaunting, with. the. " refuſe 
To ſhare the glories 'of their gaudy-reign--- 
XXXVIL 
The judges ſat, each ſep'rate claim was heard, 
While ſome for rule, and oy for nes 
- fought ; 
And ſome had been diſgrac'd and fome ”=_ 
ferr'd, | 
| Avin the goddeſ# mind thejr- various plead 


ings wrought, - 


XXXVI1II. 
But her loy'd conſort, gently whiſp'ring, ſaid : 


4, What. DaPRR Queep,.on: theſe 'to calk 
: her fight, 
Who have: bus piide.or buf, of ſway diſplay'd, | 
mm their real RAT ae th 


light ?”* 
Lg : SAKS - * How 


? 
i 
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« How many abſent fairer far than thee, 

| With greater fragrance in lone valleys blow ? 
Or, if the Gardens flow'ry'tribe more pleaſe, 

- Where do'the Roſe and fragrant Vi'let. glow? 


i 


T* 5 Ip F577 
oAK " SiS 4% 4 > 


4327 2E'w C146.0 % NP. D4a3 252 2 

$045 4037 2000 Coe et 16) get} SHOT 
& The Lily where, and all that num'rous hoft, 
-» Who: claim; true. praiſe to.innate yirtue due ? 
\Or do they merit /eaft who loudeſt beaſt, 


- And with falſe glare impoſe vpon the view ?” 


7 1.3 MLT: 4 

He faid ; and'FLon a, riſing from her throne, 
Bade preſent ſearch for ev'ry one be made : 

Who, though their off rings on'her altar ſhone, 

Their moleſt'hafte had from the' court con- 


. 
Fs 
. 


, 'd + J4* T7-+% 
* vey "Y Ss 
/ - 
Strait 
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- . 1; ag ,4 WW P35 wa i : 


XLIL. 


Strait they return'd —The Forms bluſluog 
_ Roſe, 7 0G | | 
"The Lily-ever chaſte =—_y ever abr, mY 
The Vi'let ſweet with purple tints that glows, 
- And Myrtle green,- that ſcents the ambient 


With many more, grateful to ſight and ſmell, 
By bounteous Heav'n with matchleſs charms 
' endn'd;_.. 
That in the Facrant meads 0; or gardens dwell, * 
Or which wild waſtes from human eyes bog: 
_ clude. 
XLIV. 4; 
heſe by their Genii now in modeſt guiſe, 
Excus'd from pleading "wid the mingled 
I. throng, $J-3 os. 
laim'd but'the tribute all allow'd their prize, 
Nor fought their own wIOs 2 Won 
" 455) : 
1 Yet 


is ZEPHYRUS AND FLORA; 


Ly, 


Yet, ks once ln ? abaſh'd their tinak and; 
And would have nts but Rong this des 
+% #5 ©; 0 yd; an 
Who riding "wal; wich her out-egh 
hand, - 
Thus briefly to « * aſembled Pow” rs apply'd: 


* 
* > - 0 
Qt « as i - CY ” * 
: * ”,.a 
4:21} as 10Þ; ; 
C 


| XLVT.. 


*« Genji of as mends, and _ Ms þ 
Attendang Rtill in, F: LOR A's vernal train, 
Say what this ardent, fond * contention means, 
Why ſtrive you thus for pow'r, 'andftrive ir 

vain ?- 


4 SR 


| XLvu. 

hy « Are you not all YEA our * Ron left ; 
.* Say, do not all confeſs our. gentle ſway? 
Then ſeek. not ohe to atiumph g'er the rel, 
 Buteach in peaceful order ftill obey. 


Fs 
Eaclf 


— > ——_ ——— > 


A. y,1 $19N. TE 4 


| - XLVIN, 


hd 


6 Each has her PEER FP each peculiar worth, 
To all in various | portions duly giv'n, 

Þy ſecret Nature working at its birth, 
. The laviſh Ep in ROI Heav'n, | 


XLIX. 
« Each has her charms: --but view the bluſhing 
WT: Ls 024 [ogy nnd fa co 
Behold the beauties of the Lily. fair z 
W Few! boaf of equaliexcellence w, thoſe, =» 
Yet with their modeſt merit nope compare. 


\L 


' Theſe, therefore, we our 2 3 and though na 
Queen 
Beſides Qurſelves, we will to 'bold the reign ; 
et, for their true deſert conſpicyous ſeen, 
We rank them bn on, _ Row'vy 
plain, CMSTTITY Y | 
6A Hear, 


© ZEPHYRUS AND FLORA; 
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| ng OE i. 
Hear, and obey ; and if ought elſe abide, - \ 
To raiſe dii pute among your orders. bright ; 


Still, oy; true merit let the cauſe be try'd, 
And ſpecious ſew yield to more ſolid right a 


: LI, 
She ſpoke ;---the gee and the winged 
' Hours, 
Confirm'd her voice ; : then breath'd - rich 
perfume, 
Which -Zzynvys ſcatter'd wide o'er all the 
-  flow'rs, 
And deck*d their leaves with more WR mor- 
tal bloom, 
La. 


« 


Then his lov'd conſort deglaing is his: arms, 

Mack gentleſt touch us : her fwelling 
 brealtz 

Who ſtrait ſhone forth in more ocbfoluar olictms 

_ Az Juno when by vernal Jove careſs'd: 


Aol: 


10.8 OMISSION > Af 


LIV. 


And ſadden j Joining in a mazy dance, | 
The airy phantoms of 'the ſcene appear'd ; 
Some to the ſprightly timbrel did adyance, 
RES ſome their clear harmonious voices 
" rear'd. z let de 


LV. 

But One among the teſt; who view'd me ſtand 

Intent, and gazing on the proſpeR near, 

ame forth, and gently touch'd my trembling. 
hand, 


And bade me mark his words, and  ocing 
fear; 


| LVL. | 
And ſeeſt thou not/(ſaid he) theſe vary'd 


flow'rs, 

Contending {till for beauty or for ſway ? 
$ Puach are 'the conteſts which employ man's - 
| hours, OR 
w 8 life's ſhort, baly, tranſitory day. 


? i 3s 2t $8 _ 'For 
1d Bu | 


| 2k ZEPMKYRUS:AND FLORA; 
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win 1aness 013 961644 82 1: ( 
ad TY wha hab 5 at heauty's, ſhart-liv'd bloom, 

of pu? n,..of niches, or of pride. 

Soon |: _ in the vndiftinguiſh'd tomb, _ 
"Which all! their boaſted: pomp Kt. _—_ mutt 

hide ? 
> TT 


Ly 


« Vixtv alone ſurvives, immortal maid ! 
Her truly amaranthine flow'r ſhalf blow, 
When'all the reft are wrapt in duſky ſhade, 

And laid in dark and duſty ruins low. 


+4 Y ka 


* by - # : ® 
: *- *# x. 4 iQ ? : | oy | ? 
«- . & «-c - i — \ = » - 


' «© Hear,and attend ! im rqve-the ——_ fray 
.-$9 may'f thou ſail ſafe, through life's, dar 
bas oY 
_ © So'from the(e. ſcenes they. wiſdom. may' gitai 
; oF FLoga ors Min BRVA'S ſelf to -_ 


A VISION. "0 


LX. 


But, the full concert ſwelling on my car, 

The bands of ſleep diffolv'd, away he flies ; 
At once the train of phantoms diſappear, 

And on my waking ſight the Viſion dies, 


LXI. 


0 longer now near FLor a's flow'r I ſtood, 

But view'd with op'ning eyes the rifing day; 
Then down the Valley fair my path purſu'd, 
And homeward, penfive,took my lonely way. 
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3 FABLE 1. 


The HOLLYHOCK and LILY 
| of the VALE. 


I. 
3 WAS orient morn ;—the ſolar ray 
Ilum'd.the bright ning landſcape round; 
The dew-drops glitter'd on the day, 
And gem-like deck'd the verdant ground, 


IT, | 
Within the cultur*d garden's pale 
The HoLLY rock aſpiring grew 
And there the L1Liy or Tue VALE 
Spread her mild beauties to the view. 


ON III, 
Elate with pride, the gaudy flow'r_ 
'To the bright Sun expands her breaſt, 
And, gloryingtn the vernal hour, 
- The humbler ug thus addreſs'd. 


« What 
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IV. 


What doft thou here, mean, paultry thing ? 
Go ſeek a place in yonder field, 

Nor thus diſgrace the tribes of Spring, * - 
Which now their choiceſt beauties yield. 


V. 


Whilſt I with vivid colours bright, 
In Summer's lovely liv'ry gay, 

Imbibe the glowing tints of light, 
And glitter on the face of day! 


VI. 


How dar'it thou this fair ſpot profane, 
Where richer flow'rets deign to blow ? 
Retire to ſhades obſcure again, 


And there, unpriz'd, neglefed grow !. 


VII 


The Lily heard : with modeſt grace 
That ſcorn'd the lofty boaſter's pride, 
She, from her *lone, unenvy'd place, 
With decent firmneſs, thus reply'd, 
hue tune ah From 


/ 
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VIII, 


From vaunting what advantage flows ? 
Would thou by this exalt thy name ? 
Or may not yonder bluſhing roſe 
Exert a fairer, juſter claim, 


46} 


So may the vine, with cluſters dreft, 
Which ſhall the richeſt ſweets beſtow 3 
While thou, a barren flow'r at beſt, 
Art only made for empty ſhow. 


X, 


For Me—what nature form'd, I am 
I ſcorn the fooliſh boaſt of pride ; 
Nor ſeek to raiſe a higher name, 


By Heav'n and Providence deny'd. 
Yet in ſome adverſe hour of fate, 
When gloomy tempeſts rude aſſail, 


Ev'n thou may*ſt wiſh my humbler Rate, 
: Nor ſcorn-TAas LiLY of THE VALE. 


B 2 Safe 
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- | XII. 


Bafe from her humble ſpot ſhe ſpoke, 
While lour'd from far the changing ſky, 
Prom claſhing clouds while thunders broke, 
With light'nings glaring from on high, 


XIII, 


Full on the garden's lofty wall 
The-.haughty boaſter's pride and truſt, 

'The blaſting fires zthereal fall, 

' And level all her hopes in duit, 


© XIV, 


'The Lily view'd the ruin'd flow'r, 
_ Nor vain exulred in its fate ; 
| But grateful, bleſs'd the fav'ring pow'r 
That plac'd her in an humbler ftate. 


Daughters of Albion, 
 ' Attend the moral of thy | 
And imitate with prudent care, 
The genile LiLYy OF THE VALE, 
FABLE 
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FABLE 1. 


The ALOE in Br o0$50m; 


I. 


T* warmer climes where Phcebus glows 
In pomp of I! enliv*ning light 
This plant firſt to perſeRion roſe; 
There nartur'd,charm'd the wond'ring fight. 


IL. 


But'once in each revolving age, 
Far plant, they ſay, thy bloſoms blow : 
And where our rongher tempeſts rage, 
Thy choiceſt gems forget to glow, 


nl. 


ike Genius thon can'{# bloom alone 

When gently nurs'd by fav'ring ſkies : 

nd here our rigid Northern Zone 

Forbids thy op'ning flow'rs to riſe, 

7 B 3 In 
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IV, 


In climes remote, in Pagan lands 
Too long alas ! haſt thou been plac'd, 
And Indian wilds and Afric's ſands, ' . 
Thy beauteous, partial preſence grac'd. 


_ | 
Yet Ceign at laſt, O precious flow'r, 
To deck the boſom of our iſle ; 


Where on the genial, vernal hour | 
Thy own lov'd Phcebus oft? will ſmile. 


VI. 


I ſaid : —the guarvian Sylph appear'd, 

Who made the guardian balmy plant her care 
Her ſhining front ſhe graceful rear'd, 

And bade me my vain tuit forbear. 


VII. 


Ceaſe, ceaſe, ſhe cry'd the fruitleſs taſk ! 

To raiſe thy Albion's honour'd name 
What can th& firſt of Patriots aſk— 

Which is not granted to her fame ! w_ 
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VIIL. 
The gold wide ſcatter'd on their ſhore 
Let Ind* or Afric proud diſplay, 


Their flow'rs, their plants, their ſpicey ſtore, 
And gems that glitter on the day. 


* "Ie 


Not theſe ; nor all that here tis giv'n 

To happieſt nations to poſſeſs, 
| Exceed thoſe gifts with which high Heav'n 
Thy favour'd, native land will bleſs. 


XL. 


Here Freedom reigns ; from fartheſt ſeas 
Is wealth by golden commerce brought, 
Health, ſhed by ev'ry gentle breeze, 
And beauty to perfeQtion wrought. 


*%, 
> 


XI. 


{For here the fair tranſcendant glow 
And Britons hearts with ardour warm 
hoſe human bloſſoms genial blow 
And put forth ev'ry native charm, 
e B 4 | Here 
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XII, 


Here Genius can the heart engage, 
A flow'r by far excelling mine, 
That aſks not a revolving age 
In all its choiceſt bloom to ſhine, 


Ceaſe then |! nortook with longing eyes 
For foreign good, to climes unknown; 
But learn with decent pride to prize 


The certain bliſings of your own. 
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FABLE ul. 


The ROSE and the HORNET. 


I. 


EEP in a lone ſequeſter'd vale 
Where many*'a wand'ring ſtreamlet flows, 
And nurs'd by Zephyr's mildeft gale, 

In ſecret bloom'd a fragrant Role. 


II, 


Daughter of Nature, there ſhe bloom'd 
Where human face had never ſhone ; 

And all the ambient air perfum'd, 
Survey'd by Phcebus? eye alone. 


IL. 


Pride of the Eaf ; a brighter glow 
Than eer our richeſt gardens crown'd, 

Bade her in heighten'd beauty blow, 
Queen of th? enameVd ſylvan bound, 


Bg Te 
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Rs 


IV- - 


To her, ſwift ruſhing thro? the air, 
A rude impetuous Hornet hied, | 
And vow'd t' enjoy the heav*nly fair, 
In all her bloom of beauty's pride. 


V. 


The fragrant flow'r, tho' wildly, torn, 
To him no ſweetneſs could afford, 

Bat ſtruck by many' a vengeful thorn 
At length his raſhneſs he deplor'd. 


VI. | 
Enrag'd th' inſulted Roſe he left. | 7 
And from her boſom as he broke 
Of ev'ry idle hope bereft, Ir 


In height of anger thus he ſpoke : 


VII. 


Vain, barren flow'r ! they deem thy breaſt 
Inchanting, lovely, ſweet, and fair ; 

But thoſe who ſeek it ne'er ſhall taſte 

Or love, or joy, or ſwaetneſs there, 


Thel- 
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VIII. 


The Bet indeed, thy fay'rite vain, 
Says, ſweeteſt honey ſprings from thee 
Yet naught but trouble, care, and pain, 
Have all thy charms conferr'd on me. 


IX, 


Then boaſt no more that beauteous glow 
Which thus excites to ſoft defire 

Since thorns alone thou can'ſt beſtow 
To quench the ardent lover's fire, 


X, 


Then thus the Roſe :—* Doft thou complain 
Thou, who haſt dar'd rude force.t'employ 

Though arm'd with pow?r, thou ftriv'it in vain 
To taſte of true, ſubſtantial joy. 


XI, 


he Bee who fips the ſweets that riſe 

In op*ning lawn, or ſylvan bow'r 

aſtes all the honey ere he flies, 

Yor never wounds the tender flow'r, 
REA B 6 But 
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XII. 
But impious thou. as indiſcreet,. 
Of all our tribes the hate and ſcorn. 
For ev'ry violated ſweet, 
Shalt ever meet a poignant thorn, 


X1lL. 
, Thus they wwho yield to wild defires, 
And madly think to graſp at joy, 


Shall find at laft that guilty fires © 
The obje which they feeth, defiroy. 


FABLE 


LE | 


A 
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FABLE 1V. 


The. PRIMROSE and the 


F. 


ENEATH the Hawthorn's ruſtic fhade 
Hid from the prying, curious view, 
When May her brighteſt morns diſplay'd, 
A lovely blooming Primroſe grew. 


vi 


The ſpreading thorn ſhe pining ſees, 
And view'd its bloſſoms {till with pain, 
Nor deem'd her cares would ever ceaſe 
Till her fair rival preſs'd the plain. 
UI. 
At length ©* Ah Thorn that wound'ſt my peace. 
Bane of my full-blown hopes (ſhe cries) 


Still muſt I view thy bloom increaſe, 
While all unknown my beauty dies : 


he. 
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- TV. 


I, who long fince, in happy ſtate, 

- Had elſe been by ſome Nymph careſs'd, 
Had drank the radiance of her eye 

Or panted on her lovely breaſt, 


Is 
Thy ſubje&, wretched, muſt I live ? 
Hard fate that humble merit meets 


And tyrant, what haft thou to' give 
To thoſe who loſe my world of ſweets? 


VI. 


The Hawthorn thus reply'd, ſedate, 
Fond child of Nature's ſportive hour, 


Envy'f thou then, my tranquil ſtate, 
Nurs'd in the ſhadow of my pow'r ? 


VIE. 


Or know'ſt thou not but for that ſhade 
Thy boaſted bloom had all been vain, 
For thee the grazing cattle's tread 


_ Had levell'd with the duſty plain, 
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VIH. ” 


Or if by Nymph or Swain admir'd, 
Short had thy pageant-reign been found 

Thy beauty, once ſo much defir'd 
Enjoy'd, had periſh'd the ground, 


IX. 4298, 


Not idly I theſe weapons bear, 
Nor idle is my vernal bloom : 
One arms for thee my guardian care, 
The other ſheds a rich perfume, 


X. 


And oft! as ſprings ſoft warmth diſplay'd 
Renews the vigor of the Year, 
In rural dance beneath my ſhade 


The nymphs and village ſwains appears 


XI, 


Me the fleet Hare and Fawn diftreſt 
. Seek ever at their greateſt need ; 
Beneath my ſhade ſecure they reſt, 
And oft times by my bounty feed. 
| £ - Sacred 
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—— 


Sacred to Flora, of her train, 
Altho* no flow'r confeſt, am I, 
And till ſhall flouriſh on the plain, 
Where thou ſhalt fade and die. 


"+ 
Ceaſe then, nor envy thou the pow'r 
Which beſt thy weaknefs can defend ; 


* The Thorns 1 bear ſhall ſave thy flow'r, 
And prove thy firmeſt, ' ſureft friend. 


XIV. 


She ſaid=—Then woiJe in time, Iet Youth ftill fear 
To truſt to their own ſemblance fair, *" 
Nor think the moral 100 ſevere, \. - 

That marks the friend's or parent's care, 


FABLE 
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FABLE V: 
The WHITE ROSE and the RED; 


.L 


ONTENDING beauties, whom the dootis 
| Of adverſe fate has till affign'd 

Tre fragrant, rival flow'rs to bloom 
And ſent the gently paſling wind ; 


IT, 


The Wa1tz Rosz and the yLusnIinG Rew 
Each one the cultur'd garden's pride 


With equal grace their leaves diſplay'd 
And flouriſh'd by each other's fide}, 
| IT. 
The fr/ of ſpotleſs beauty vain, | 
Which ſadden caught the gazer's eyes ty” 
The laſt, attentive praiſe to gain ul 
From her more bold and crimſon dye. bl, 
of \ Fl 
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-IV. 
of for reign virtue both well known, 
Both favour'd by the pow'rs above ; 


| Bath emblems to adorn\a thrane; . 
Bozb favour'd by the Queen of Love. 


V. 


Yet ftill their Rock wild feuds ſuſtain'd 
Which work'd them long and laſting wary, 


Each of the other ftill complain'd, 
And ſought her nvalPs overthrow. | 


VI. 


Shame, ſaid the Rev on that pale hue, 
| That beſt can ſpeak the wearer's heart 
Which to the ſenſe or curious view 


Nor grace nor colour can impart. 


VIT, 


Unlike the bluſhes that adorn | 
My breaſt which drinks the light: 

.AvRrORA's, when ſhe wakes the morn 

Appear not half fo bright”, 
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VII, 


Nay, ſhame on thee, the Wn ITE then ſaid 
Whoſe crimſon' bluſh 'by guilt was giv'n 

Ev'n by the blood of Venus®* ſhed, ' 

Oar patroneſs divine in Heay'n, - \ 


IX. 


his, and much more ſhe angry ſpoke 

But firait great Jove's immortal flow'r 
heir ill-meant converſation broke+, 

With getitle, ſoft, ; 0655 ogy Oey" 


* 


dng was the ſtrife your ancient hale 

In Britain's. hapleſs land purſu'd 

hich for a whole revolving age. 

Drench'd either Roſe in kindred blood x 
Long 

is Azrding to the old Fable, the Roſe was ori- 


inally White, till Venus purſuing Adonis ſcratched 


terſelf with its thorns, and ſtained it with corletitas 
lood, | 


+ The AMARANTH, or FLOWER GENTLE. 
t Alluding to the Civil Wars of the Houſes of 
ork and Lancaſter, in which the White Roſe = 
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XI. 


Ev'n now behold, in weſtern climes 
* Diſſention rears her baleful head 
And feuds, like yours in hapleſs times * 

Horror and civil diſcord ſpread, , 


EO -— OD 
But fiill may all this truth attend 
In ſpite of ev'ry ſelfiſh view, 
Who gain by means like thoſe their end, 7 
Shall ſurely gain diſhanour 100. | 


the Red were adopted as tokeus or devices by the 
contending parties, , 
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FABL-E VI, 
The CROCUS. 


.I, 


AY beauteous flow'r whoſe burniſh'd hues 
IL) With ſpring's own native liv'ry glow 
[In theſe bleak months why dot thou chuſe 
T” adorn a barren waſte of ſnow, 


Uh, 


ay, envy*ſt thou to Summer ſkies 
That lively glow divinely bright, 

Or do thy beauties clearer riſe 
Thro? this tranſparent robe of white, 


. NI. 


W he ſnow-drop thy companion fair 
As well thy proper foil might prove : 
nd both might brighter ſeaſons ſhare 


x And far from wintry ſcenes remove. - 
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IV. 


I faid :---The lovely ſmiling flow'r 
The pride and beauty of its race, 
That chear'd the Winter's lonely hour, 
Reply'd with ſober, decent grace, 


V. 


Nature's great book before thee laid, 
She blames thee not, if wiſe, to ſcan 

Her. works on ev'ry fide diſplay'd, 
Confeſt the fit employ of man, 


VI, 


When Spring and Summer glad the plain, 
Unbidden flow'rs will beauteous bloom ; 
Nor yet in Winter's gloomy reign 
All ſhare alike one common tomb. 


VII. 


For ſoon as to the watry ſigns 
'The glorious God of light returns 
My flamy dyes be then refines | 
My flow'r like his own radiance burns. 
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VIIL. 


And the rich Year when Autumn oy 

At length my kindred flower's ® riſe 
It forms which heav*nly pow'rs might praiſe, 
' Which grateful ſcent the ambient ſkics. 


IX. -- 


Mean while, my early ſtation here, 

( Health's gladſome harbinger) 1 keep 

o glad the cloudy days ſevere - 

When the gay SyR1NG's ſoft Zephyrs ſleep, 


R. 


oin the Winter of his age, 
O mortal ! chear thy drooping friend ! 
1s ſorrows ſoothe ; his griefs aſſuage, 
And gen'rous, prompt aſlillance lend, 


® The autumnal Crocus is the Saffron-Flower. 


The 
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XI. 


The moral juſt and well defign'd, 
I gather'd from the beauteous flow'r 
I mark'd the Jore with heedful mind, 
Andown's theforceof Fx1enDsale'spow!, 


FAB 
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FABLE VI. 


The ANEMONE and 
PASSION-FLOWER. 


| of ”. 

RIGHT flow'r renown'd in ancient days 
- Amidft the ſacred Cyprian.ſhades, 
The theme of wonder and of praiſe, 

To Tyrian and Sidonian maids, 

0s 

Rich are thy bloſſoms in each hue 

That can inchant the gazer's fight, 
And ftrike at once the raviſh'd view - 

With trembling wonder and delight. 


| | 8 
Hail ſacred. plant ! born but to ſhew 
The bright Anox1s' yearly wound®, 
By gentle Venus taught to blow, 
And with eternal beauties crown'd”. 


| I ſaid ; 
* Adons, beloved by Venus, was faid to be flain 

by 2 boar that Mars ſent againſt him,-The Ty- 

| C rian® 
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þ faid :---When lo a wond'rous flow'r 
Upon my ſolemn orgies broke, | 

And like ſome bright cceleftial' pow'r 
Jn aweful, lofty. aocents ſpoke. 


V. 
Hence !' thou profane ?/norwound heav'ns xr 
With thy unhallow'd, idle fong, _ 
But turn, and fee who'blofloms here, 
To whom of tight thy ſtrains belong. 


VI. 
The Tyrian Boy fair Venus boaſt 
Before my face divine ſhall fly, 


His beauty gone, his luſtre loſt, 
And all his charms ſhall fade and die. 


"VIE 
The purple ring the bloody crown, 
The piercing nails the thrilling ſpear, 
That ſlew the lord of life are ſhown 
Pourtray'd i in my ſymbolic ſphere. © 


_ wans tnourned forhim. annually, under theyame of 
Feamarvs, ſuppolipg him to be —— wounded. 


4 


'Then. 
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YU. 
Then here let atl heli rev'rence pay,. 
And bow 3s at aji holy ſhrine | 


Where Angel hoſts themſelves might pray” 
And ane offer rites divine, © 


EY 


Aponis flow'ret bow'd. its. head. 

= As ifto ſome ſuperior pow'r, - 

My conſcious heart was ftruck with: dread * 
Before the emblematic flow'r. 


X. 


Day clos'd---no more theſe ſigns I view'd 
Which had before my rev'rence drawn * 
For ever clos'd the mirrour ſtood 


No more to open on the lawn. 


® This flower opens in the morning, and fading 
the evening cloſes up, never to unfold itſelf again. 


fe , C 2 | A 
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me 
4 while I gaz'd---At length I ſaid, - 
Andart thou then but mortal too. 


Are all thoſe ſacred glories fled 
And will that farm no- more renew 2 
ML 
Fain then is all the awe expreft 
Which outuvard Images impart,. 
Ang nt who reigns above'is beſt, 
 Ricordtd' in the pious heart. 


FABL 
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FABLE VII. 


[The L1LY and NARCISSUS. 


I, 


| A H! hapleſs diſcontented flow'r, 

: That drooping yellow leaves adorn; 
Who once in life's gay vernal hour 

The brighteſt of the nymphs could' ſcorn. 


IT, | 


ard was thy lot, and ſhort thy date, 
By flattering form too fair undone ; 
hou met'Rt, alas! a timeleſs fate, 

Ere yet one half thy courſe was run, 


II, 


nhappy, ſelf-admiring boy 
A ftriking leſſon thou ſhalt prove; 
'avoid vain pride, that idle toy, 
L And wiſely ſhun prepoſt'rous love, 
"4 Far 
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IV. 


Fair when a boy, now chang'd, no-more 


Thoſe glowing beanties can'ſ thou boaſt 2 
"But ever ſadly may*Rt deplofe '_ 


In vain thoſe high-priz'd beauties loſt, 
V. 

View yondet Lily, chitd of light, 

Sprung from a progeny divine ® ; 


Then owa how much her beauty bright, 
Fond, idle floyw'r, VEST thine * 


vi. 
The Lily, bowing from her plate 
The decent honours of her head ; 


$mil'd' with a ſweet and winning wal 
And thus in ftrains inſtrutive 


* According to the Old Fable, Jupiter being wil- 
ling to make Hercules jmmortal, cauſed him to ſuck 
Juno while ſhe was aſleep ; when ſome of the Milk 
being ſpilt upon the ſky, made the galaxy or milky 
way, while the reſt falling to the earth, pave birth to 
the White Lily. | ol 


FABLES OF FLOWERS. x5 


VH, 


4+ Well may they droop, to whom high heav'n, 
_ « With ſplendid form divinely fair, 
4 No other, better boon has giv'n 

4 To make that matchleſs beauty dear, 


VII. 


« For not this gloſſy white I own, 
« Long the delight of human eyes; 


« Nor this ſo graceful form alone, 
'« Are what 1 moſtly wiſh to prize, 


IX, 


<4 No empty ſelf-admirer, [ 
« Would ſwelling Folly's trophies raiſe 4 
« Such virtue then let all apply, 
' +4 Nor empty forms of beauty praiſe”, 


8, 
She ſaid ; and trait the moral found 
Deep entrance in my penſive brealt ; 
BeAuTY, if not awith VirTOE crown'd 
fs vain parade ; an idle Jeſt. 
C 4 FABLE 
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FABLE IX 


The IVY and SWEET BRIAR. 


- 


T, 


ET TAIL facred Ivy ! Hail (I cried) : 

x Devoted:to great Bacoxvs' ſhrine 3 
[And to the lofty brows apply'd 

Of Gods and glorious men divine, 


IL. 


Vhy call thee balefal?—why dep ſe 

Thy ancient well-known friendly race 3 
Who with the Elm. anited riſe, 

in cloſe and myſtical embrace ? 


III, 


INERVA'S bird has her retreat 
Where thou high flouriſhing art ſeen, 
ho loves the calm and peaceful ſeat, 
And ever courts the deep ſerene. 
L Cs | Thou, 


. Thou, like the Vine, which Bacchus charms, 


58 FABLES OF FLOWERS 


TV. 


Thy nurture always wilt receive, 
And, twining cloſe with friendly arms, 
Wilt friendly ſtill ſupported live, 


V. 
T ſaid 5 and lo'!! the Winds combine, . © 
To ſcatter wide a rich perfume, 
From thickets, where ſweet Eglantine 
Appear'd in all ity vernal bloom, 


VI. 
Thence a mild voice broke on my, ear | 
Which ſoftly thus complaining ſaid, 
What does in yonder weed appear, 
To which thou haſt ſuch hogour's paid. 


VII 
The Vine that wweds her Elm, will grace, 
« But view the worthy dow'r ſhe brings! 


&« From yonder fteril, ford embrace | 
« Alas! what real profit ſprings ? 
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3% ® 


6c « Like a falſe friend, too ſure, her will 
« Is her ſupporter to deſtroy ; 


« As Jealouſy, Love's offspring, ſtill E 
« [mpoiſons all Love's pureſt joy, 


IX, 


&« Poor is the worth that ſeeks the gloom 
« Of diſmal ſolitude for aid ! 


* As weak that wiſdom, which can bloem 
« Alone in night's uncertain ſhade! 


X. 


* And what though godlike men indeed 
«© Their viftors brows have often bound 
« With ivy'd wreaths; is then the weed 

« For this, the gift of chance, renown'd? 


XI. 
« Say rather in that purer age, 


© When ſpotleſs, rigid honour reign'd; - 
*« 'The chief who could for fame engage, 


a1 WA pleag'd, a worthleſs crown obtain'd, 
.CC Nor 


as 
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> - 
Nor high d(ſeent, a lofty name, 
ore real honour*s <well-carn'd mid ; 
But they are tr. Iy 6xBAT, whoſe fame * 
"Springs only from THEIR OWN fair deed. 


_— 
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FABLE RX. 


The VIOLET TransLantto. 


_ 


pf 


HERE field-flowers ſweet, ſpread far and 
| amde, 
Drink deep the balmy morning dew ; 
(Cloſe by a.murm?ring riv'let's ſide 
A lovely, humble Vilet grew, 


Il, ; , 


To her the cultur'd ſpot. unknown, 

+ She bloom'd content in her retreat,z 
There ſhe in native fragrance ſhone, 
And thence diſpens'd a.world of ſweet, 


1IT. 


But yet not undiſturb'd her lot 
By Providence at firſt was caſt ; 
For oft”-the herds approach'd the ſpot 
And, grazing, laid the meadow waſte. Page 
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vs. 
And oft' the trav'ler's careleſs tread | 
Had laid het level with the plain ; 
Yet, by the living ftreamlet fed, 
She ſoon reviv*d, and roſe again. 


V. 


At length a curious Floriſt ey'd, -/ 
The ſweetly blooming fragrant flow'r ; 
Call'd her the field's and garden's pride, 
' And joyful plac'd her'in his bow'r, © © © 


VI, 


Here, with a thouſand beauties He's Is | 
Her elegance was quickly loſt; _ 
No more the cultur'd ſpot ſhe grac'd ; y 
' No thore was ſhe fair Fuor a's boaſt, 
| vl. TT 
Abandon'd by his hand, who late | ' at & 
Her riſing charms with pleaſure view'd;., 
| She in her change beheld her fate,;.. . |, 
; As now ſhe all negleted ſtood. . 


She 


e 
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VIII. 


She droop?d, the pin'd; the richer ſpot 


No proper nurture could afford ; 
And oft” in vain her bumbler lot 
The fad and fading flow'r deplot'd. 


NY IX. 


The Sun fr6th Cancer ſhot his beam 


The thirſty earth her 'moiſtare drank ; 
In vain ſhe wiſh'd the lacent ſtream, 
Or the cool ſhade of ofiers dank, 


X, 
Oppreſs'd, at length ſhe hung her head, 
As almoft ready to expire ; 
Her boſom unrefiſting ſpread 
To cloudleſs Sol's conſuming fire. 


XI. 
When lo! from heav'n a gentle ſhow'r 
Cool'd that too fervid, piercing ray ; 


And ſoon reviv'd the beauteous flow'r, 
Which grateful glow'd upon the day. 


Her 
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XII, 


'Her bloom reſtor'd, reliev'd her care; 
Her lord: well pleas'd, again attends; 

And midi the faireſt of the fair, 
She numbers now her former friends, 


XIII. 


Yet firuck with long remember'd woes, 
An humble flow'ret now ſhe blooms ; 
No pride that lovely boſom knows, 
Whence Zaenrys fteals his rich perfumes; 


XIV. 


And to the Fair this uſeful lore, 
This much-negleCted truth reveals, 

That fhe beft knows ber beauty's porw'r,, 
Who wiſely, modeſtly conceals. 


FABLE 
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- | | < 


FABLE MX. 
The TULIP and the AMARANTH, 
& = | 
I. ; \ 
Lf HERE Natore's beauties mingle(;riſc, | 
All grateful to the raviſh'd view ;z |; 
deck'd with-a thouſand various dies, $ 
Arich and gaudy tulip grew. ; 
. ; pea IL. 4 
leaves with flamy ſplendoug glow, | 


Mix'd with a chearful vivid green ; 
Ind all the tints that deck heav'n's bow 
Upon the rifing flow'r are ſeen. 


It. - 


e gently paſſing vernal wind, 
The young and beauteous plant careſs'd ; 
nd ZgeaYR ever pleas'd reclin'd 

Upon.the lovely charmer's breaſt, 


While _ |. 


8 PanLEes Of FLOWNRS, 


IV, 
While near at hand the GnnTLE rFLOW'r, 
.CalNd Aidatanty by men below 
The blooming gueſt of Jovs's own bow'r, 
Deign'd in her brighteſt prime to grow. 


VP, 

Yet he with hairs for blofſoins crown'd, 
Unlike the gandy ThtfhÞ tack, 

Is not amony the Rowrets found, 
Whoſe various Golours thiatk theit grate. 

Re 

Her painted rival rear'd Yer head, 

And alwiyy, valt of ehpty thew ; 


The Antatarth aſkance ſhe ey'd, 
And thus atTefrigth tontetipigons faid ; 


VII: 


&« Of all the flow'rs that deck the earth, 
«< The glotious progeny of Spring ; 

« And all that of thaturer birth 

_* The late authmnal ſeaſons bring : 


Behol 
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VHE. 


Behold Me, firſt and faireſt ſeen, 

« Still highly Tod and valh'd moſt 3 
' Soft daughter of the hour ſerene, 

« The Nightly cultur'd garden” 8 boaſt, 


IR. 
« Why deigh T mheonly then with thife ' 
« T9 dwell fo long without referve ; 


$ That fearte, though valgar eyes they pleaſe, 
« The honours tame of Fiow!'s' deſerve?” 


XK, 


The blooming Amaranth, unmoy'd, 
Repreſs'd at once her forward pride z 
The boaſter”s atrogante feprov'd 
And calm, tho? ſharply, thus reply'd; 


RI. 


Yes, gaudy thing! thy buts ſo bright 
= © Are fine indeed and idly gay ; 
* Glaring thon glitter'| on the fight, 


4 And flaunt'f it in the face of day: 
7 «© Ne 
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XII, | 
*«« No flow'r around more bright can ſpring, 
4 [In rifing beauty more mature | 
<< But tel] me, falſe, frail, giddy thing, 
« How long ſhall all this pride endure ? 


XIL[I. 
40 Me, not the leaſt of FLon a's train, 
«« Me thou haſt proudly laugh'd to ſcorn, 


« And deem'd my claim to beauty vain, 
« Altho' I am celeſtial born, _ 


XIV. 


46 Eternal is the race I bring, 
«« No mortal, frail decay they know; 
© But, emblem of the firſt great Spring, 
« For ever ſtill they bloom below. -. 


XV. 


<< While.thou'! the pageant of a day, 
« Too. quickly, proud one ! ſhalt deplore 
*«« Thoſe beguties with'ring all away, | 


a Which: fade alas !-to charm no more. 
£ .CC T hou, 
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XVI. 


« Thou, wretch !! no ſecond Spring ſhalt ſee, 
« To renovate thy waſted bloom ; 

« Whil& 7 ſurvive thy race and thee, 

« And greatly triumph o'er thy tomb. 


XVII. 


«6 Ceaſe then thy boaſt ! in Wiſdom's ſchool 
« Go learn at firſt thyſelf to know ; 
* And by her never-failing rule 
« Judge ſtill of all things here below®* 


XVIIE 


4 fleeting joy, a fading flow'r, 
May wainly charm the raviſp'd fight; 
But viRTUE boaſts immortal Pow'r ; 
Her bhom is laſting, as 'tis bright. 


= a FABLE 
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FABLE XI. . 


Lag . 


> I 


ie HONEYSUCKLE., 


1 E. 
T height of noon, a'youth was laid; © 
A Beneath a lofty woodbine bow'r ; 
fen@& by whoſe thick*ning ny. | 
c calmly paſs*'d'the ſultry hour, - + ** 
TY. 
t when .at laſt a weſtern wind, | 


ind length'ning ſhadows gently zoſe ;. - 
ſcann'd with-plilofophic mind -. ,, 
be former place. of his repoſe, | _ 


ut ? 
ph over-head the twining leaves, 
here thouſand beauteous bloſſoms glow. | 


er'ry beam of Tight bereave 7 RP | 
he ſyacions, cool alcove below 


Ah? 


« While nx. in his-meridian courſe 


Ne ada rms le A ET I EE OCT = > — ——_—_ A——-—n 
— <——_ ” 
x . — — RON » 
. _ wk, 
- 


CL RY OO CF - 
i—_ > - a "Ie 24 
_ - —_ —met Wi 


© [jves, to his radiance ever true, | 
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IV. EXos. 
« Ah! (faid the youth) ungrateful. flow's 
* And is.it thus that you re pay 


«© The bounties of that glorious pow'r, 
« Who firſt awak'd you into day ? 


V. 
« I]lumines wide the ambient ſky ; 
« Doſt thou, O wretch, reſiſt his force, 
_« And all his beams thus proud defy? 


VI, 


© Unlike to thee (ungrateful) view, 
«© The Sun-flow's everdrinks his light; 


« And with him'conſtant finks to night. 


«« A leſſon in this low, abode, | 
« With careful, ſcanty hand to pour 


« Thoſe bleſlings, which, when once bel 
' «+ Shall ne'er alas! be thought of mor 


| 
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"'YHr. 
The woodbines b13foms ſweeter glow, 
' While, gently nodding from on high, | 


She ſhook the honours of her brow, 
As thus ſhe made her juſt reply : 


.: IX, 


« Vain is the hypocritic art WS 
«Phat ever gilds the ſelfiſh end ; 

| « And baſe the poor unfeeling heart ds 

+66 That ill repays a boanteous friend, 


-» 


« Forge, not ſuch my ill-plac'd care'jaw 

_ « My bleflings all Kill unconfin'd,” / © 

« 1 give - each' gentle breathing ade; 8 a 
** And ſcatter widely to the' wind» - - 


' . 
Bale XI. 
«i What if my leaves exclude that God, 
« By whom thou ſay'ſ alone, 1 live ; 
« He fees me ftill from my abode; © -- 


* A ſweet and det” We tribute give,” 
1A [3 -—— My 
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XII, 


*« My fragrance, nay, that friendly ſhade, 
| * Which you are now ſo prompt to blame, 
« Areoff rings ſtill to Proz us paid, 
| '_ © Who nurs'd them mildly with his flame, 


$ - -. 


| 

| 

= « He, for the uſe of baſe mankind, | 
| | © Bade me all theſe at large difpenſe . 

| | «* For whom I ſcent the paſſing wind, 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


8 « Andwith my fragrance charm the ſenſe, 
XIV. 


. «© Content my ſhadow thou haſt view'd, 
« Could'ſ paſs the idle hours at eaſe : 


j % Then, what is now ingratitude, 
« Thy ſelfiſh, narrow mind could pleaſe, 


XV. 


© Take back the charge ; thy maxim too 
*. With thee let others ceaſe to uſe :--- 
« Keay THOv this moral in thy mind, 
« Sell to enjoy, but not abuſe. 
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FABLE XIII 


THE BLUE-BELL; or, 
Venus's Looking-G LASS, 


1 


O* R verdant lawn, and dappled preen, 
The young BEL1NnDa careleſs ayes ; 
| On trees and flowers, in order ſeen, 


Philoſophis'd the penſive maid. 


II. 


The Cowſlip, and the Primroſe bright, 
Had oft-times been her fav'rite theme ; 

And Crocus that drinks deep the light, 
Had frequent ting'd her waking dream. 


It. 


For, roving o'er the pathleſs glade, 
. Or through the lonely, woodland will ; 
She oft with contemplation ftray'd 
n Bright Fancy's deareſt, feweeteſt child. 
Ice FEET D 2 "Twas 
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TV; 


_ "Twas ſmiling May ; 3 each lawn. and bow'r 
+} _Withev'ry vernal grace was crown'd ; ' 
s Sod evry-plant, and-ev'ry flow'r, 


\ Piffus'd a grateful fragrance round. 


” 


X TY. 


To court her touch i ih faireſt guiſe, | 

Each beauteous field-flow'r eager preſs'dz 
To baſk beneath her ſunny > SR 

Or, haply, kiſs her ſnowy breaſt. 


Vi. 


Amongſt the crowd, a flow'r ſhe '(py'd, 


Long ſmce well known to common fame ; 
Of Venvs' Looking-glaſs whoſe pride 
Afſum*d-the high and pompous name. 


VII. 
ce « And what ! the cry'd, can'ft thou diſcloſe, 
«; To'captivate th) attentive/ſight, | 
« More than the ſtream, which yonder ſhows 


« Its-glafſy mifrour wa {an 
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VIII. 


« She ſought in vain ; a bell ſhap'd flow'r, 
«. With Vi'let bloſſoms only crown'd : 

# Grew near-an over-hanging bow'r, 

* And purpled o'er th* enamel'd ground, 


. IX, 


* She plucks, but ſtrait away ſhe heaves 
« The 1dle, vain pretender far ; 

' Which, angry, ruffled all its leaves, 

| G6 .Proclaiming vegetable War: 


XN. 


What had bright Venus flow'r hetray'd, 
« Thus to be ſcornful caſt aſide ? 

© Or how (ſhe ſaid) could Venus! Maid 
© The keav'nly Goddeſs pift deride ?”” 


Xt, 


' Peace ! angry thing! 'BrLinDa ſays, 
* Not pow'rful Vexvus I deſpiſe ; 
* But you, who by your own falſe glaſs 
« Would cheat the fond, deluded'eyes, 
: D 3 « Go! 


»8 FABLES OF FLOWERS, 


_ XII, 


© Go to yon real mirrour fair! 
| © "There view the form which you poſſeſs ; 
* Then ſpeak but what you really are; 
« And be your empty eonn__ leſs, 


XIII. 


© A Blue-bell of the brighteſt ftrain, 
& You well indeed may be allow'd ; 
'« But Ven us* Loking-glaſe, in vain 
** Would ftrive to cheat a giddy crowd,” 


ATY.. 


The flow'r ſoon found her boaſting fai}. 
Attend, ye worthy, Britiſh fair; 
Let not appearances prevail ; 
Be real worth your only care. 


XV. 


And know, whor'er with fiious lore 
Shall others falſely ſeek to blind ; 
Muſt fland abaſhd, when brought befores 
The faithful MIRROUR OF THE MIND. 
FABLE 
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FABLE XIV. 


The LARKSPUR and the Of 
; MYRTLE. | 


, L. , | 


AV'RITE of Mars, amidft the train 
That on bright FLok a conitant wait, 


And ſwell the glories of her reign it 
With more than pompous, regal ftate.; ; | 
Mt 


II. 16 


The Larkſpur, plant of ancient name, 
Advanc'd his haughty eofign high ; | 
And claim'd th* immortal wreath of fame, T 4 


Such as became a deity. | y ; 
Il. F! 
Like ſome bold warrior's is his guiſe, pl 
Helmet.and Knightly ſpurs he wears ; it 


And on his coat of vary'd dyes 
Each ſplendid blazon till he bears. f 
by + D 4 Proud 


to FABLES OF FLOWERS. 


LOTS « | 
Proud of his form, and of the Pow'r ® 


'That from his former contact poangs | 
Exalted above every flow'r, 


Thus iwelling Pride infpir*d his tongue ; 


VF. 
© Ye painted, puling race, away ! 
«© 'To greater merit humbly yield ; 
«« Forego the honours of the day,. 
« When I diſpute with you the field. 


VI. I Ce 3s. . * 4 
'« Emblem of thund'ring Mazs I ſhine, 
»«« My boaſt and glorious offspring to0 3 
«« Then own the progeny divine, ' 
« And pay at once the tribute due,” 


v1. 


The Myrtle heard ;—fair Venvus' flow'r, 
Reply'd (with peaceful honours crown'd ; 'H 

The glory of the genial hour, 
(By conſtant lovers ſtill renown'd.) 


» Juno is ſaid to have conceived Mars by only 


touching the flower called Larkſpur, 
ng JrKIp WE 
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'VUL, 


| * And how ! ſaid ſhe, redoubted knight, 
* Woult'ſt tho indeed with vs engage ? 
« Did ever Mx £5; in all his might, 
« Rough wars with gentle Venus wage ?'? 


Her flow'r Iam; Ber name T' 'bear, 
Who'cah with'eaſe mankind ſubdue z b 


And by a gentler method far 
Than arly Ever known to you. 


Say, hoalter, what are realms undone, 
« What all the glories of the field ; 


© When deſp” rate battles, bravely wong 
« A dreadful, bloody harveſt yield ? 


x82. 


« Can theſe atone the dreadful harms 
« That waſteful wars will fill ſupply ; 
i When from the horrid din of arms 


« The Loves and Graces frighted fly ? 
Ds 66 Remember, 


ily 


nd 


82 FABLES OF FLOWERS. 


XII. 
* Remember, when the blue-ey'd Maid 
_ © With powr'ful Nz>Tune did contend ; 
«© Say, who the greateſt pow'r diſplay'd ? 
« And let our conteſt quickly end.” 


XIII, 


The Palm to PaLLas was decreed, 

Who nam'd renowned ATaens there, 

_ Great NzyTvune's boaſt, the warlike ſteed, 
Yields to the pow'rful Olive fair, 


XIv, 


Then thou, proud Knight, thy boaſting ceaſe, 
And learn to drop thy haughty creſt ; 
Give honour due to meek-ey'd Peace, 
And Love, her gentle genial gueſt, 


XV. 


Let thus preat Mars bis Trophies yield 
To brighter Venus* gen'rous fame ; 
And quit the glories of the field, 
When mightier Lovs diſputes dlaim. 
; FABLI 
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The POPPY and the S U N- 
CL OW EM 


I 
RAN8EPLANTED from the neighb'ring 
mead, 
Which long her beautcous preſence grac'd : 
The crimſon Poyey rear'd her head, 
In the rich, cultur'd garden plac'd. 


IT. 


'Twas noon ; Depriv'd of cooling ſhade, 
The flow'rs all droop'd around.--- 

CLyT1R, bright Protnvs! love-ſick maid, 
With. all 5is radiant glories crown'd, 


II, 


Still turning to his orb her face, 
Survey'd with ire, th' intruding gueſt ; 
And, foe to all the fleepy race, 
The wond'ring ſtranger thus addreſs'd ; 
3; Long 


84 FABLES OF FLOWERS. 


| 4, , 


ve Long have we ſeen each field-flow'r here, 
- «© Our rich and cultur'd gardens ſhame : 
« Which, hither brought, triumphant rear, 
« 'Their heads, and ſhare our nobler fame : 


« But think not 'Thou, inſulting weed ! 
« (Fair Ceres conſtant hate and-bane) 


* Thy drowſy magic ſhall ſucceed, 
&« And thus blot out our %:ighter reign. 


VI, 
« Go, ſeek thy fields ; with noxious herbs, 
 « Divide thy foul deteſted ſway : is 


© Qr, where thy ſlumbers nought diſturbs, 
« Shun the glad face of chearful day. 


VII. 


 e«< WhilſtT to Protmvs ever true, 
«« Rejoicing in his plorious light 3 
« To the great God pay tribute due, | 
« And check the drowſy Pay'rs of Night. 
| 6-3 She 


\ 


” 
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VII. 
She fpoke ;—The nodding 3&5 theys Wo. 
Serene at laſt, made this reply : | 


« Proud flow'r, I envy not thy | reign,” 
6c * Nor boaſted ©: coat of richeſt te. | 


IX, | 
& What talk*ſt thou of 5s genial pow'r, 
«© Who lighted all'thy vaunted-charms 5 / -» 
« And, in thy beauty's brigheſt low'r,  / - 
« Fled from Thee to: another's: arms? .. -- 


X, 
© How far did thy revenge extend ? 
« LEvucoTHoz * till ſpeaks.thy crimes. 
© Whoſe odours now. to Heav'n aſcend, . | 
« And ſhall aſcend, to lateſt time... ,» 


* Apollo having forfaken Clytie-for this Nymph; 
the former, in return, informed Leucothoe's father of 
his daughter's amour with Phoebus. He thereupon 
buried his daughter alive; but Phoebus changed her in- 
to a Frankincenſe Tree ; and after this, Clytie being 
diſcarded by the God, -who was beyond meaſure of - 
fended with her, the -pined us and was ages 
into a un MNowers | 

| « No 
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XI. 


«© Not Love, but Pity, moy'd the Paw'rs 

« At length to make thee what thou art, 
& And place amidſt the blooming flow'rs 

«« A Nymph like thee with broken heart, 


XII. 


«© Me Ceres bates not; but my ſeed 
«+ Great Nature ever near her ſows ; 
« Where, far unlike a noxtous weed, 
«« My beauteous, uſeful flow'ret blows. 


XIII. 


&« Sleep, gentle God, the eaſe of grief, 

« To ſick and weary man I bring ; 

- f* From care and pain the ſure relief, 
«© Of pure and vig'rous health the ſpring. 


XIV. | 


« I to the wretched prove a friend, 

«« The mourning captive till I aid ; 
«« My ſuccour to the poor extend, 

« And oft*times eaſe the love-ſick __ 
PR ws £ 
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XV. 


« Then what Heav'n order'd for the beſt, 
© Do thou no longer idly blame : 

«& Revere me as old Moxynzvus' gueſt, 
&« Joy thou alone in PhozBus' flame, 


XVI. 


« More need I add ?—Search earth around, 
& And thou at laſt ſhalt truly ſay, 

© More Virtues in Life's ſhade art founid, 
« Than in her glaring blats of day.” 
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Fl 


' Wand'ring yontb, by Fortune led | 
To.hleakeft northern ſhores, 4 FT 
Beyond the track of Ruffian wilds, | 


Where Lapland's tempeſt roats ; | 
IT. 


Who twice the Ar&ic circle paſs'd, 
And view'd bright Hecu a's ® flame; - 

At length, through many a waſte of ſnow, 
To fair NizMi came, 


#* A Volcano in the North, whoſe ſides are covered 
with Snow. 


+ The Mountains of NzEMI are in the neighbour- 
hood of a lake of the ſame name, which is ſaid by 
the inhabitants to be frequented by the immortal 
Genil. | 


And 
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Ih. 
And thence where TzxcrL10 * rolls his Aream, 
Survey'd the proſpe&t round ; 


Beheld its banks with verdure deck'd, 
And bluſhing roſes: crown'd. - 


IV. 


Yet, as he view'd the ſtranger flow'r, | 
He deeply muſing' cries, _ 
« How ſtrange that beauty ſuch as thine _ 
« 2 Midſt climes like theſe ſhould riſe ! 
V. 


« Thee no bright youth nor gentle fair 
& Alas! ſhall &er careſs; _ '2 
* Nor ſplendid ſouthern ſuns ſhall warms: 
«« Nor genial pales ſhall bleſs !”? {7 6h 
. VI. | Bs 
On hollow winds, o'er diſtant plains, 
The murm'ring accents flew ; 
N1zMm1's mountain caught the ſound, 
Which from the lake his ſhadows drew, 


* This River is bordered with Roſes of as fine a 
bloom as thoſe which grow in our gardens, . -- 


And 
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VII. 
And now before the Youth confeſs'd 
The Genius of the clime 
Appear'd ; who thus inſtruQive ſpoke, 
In aweful ſtrains, ſublime ; © 


VII. 


« Fond youth, who view'ſt that beauteous flowr, 
« So luckleſs in thy fight ! 

.« Farbear to mourn her lonely ſtate, 
« Whom theſe rude climes delight. 


IX, 
« UntivaPd here ſhe ſweetly blooms, 


«©; And ſcents the ambient air ; 
& Nor deems her brighteſt beauties loſt, 
«« While foſter'd by my care. 


X. 


 «« The child of bounteous Nature ! here 

4, «© She bids her bloom diſpenſe 

« Freſh ſweets, the trav'ler's ſoul to chear,- 
«© And glad his weary'd fenſe. | 
| | « Her 
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« Her no , bright youth nor gaudy fair 
«4 Shall coun T—but - DESTROY 3 
« But Lapland's fimple ſwains ſhall view, 
« With unafe&ed joy ; 
XII 
« And, oft' as yon” returning Sun 
; «6 [Ilumes our northern ſphere, 


« Well pleas'd ſhall trace theſe flow ry banks, 
« And pay their homage bere, 


I 


«& The.gracious Pow's who rules on high, 
« Bids ALL his bleſſings ſhare 


« And'ev'ry creature of his hand 
« Ix govern'd by his care, 


XIV. 
« Convinc'd that Providence will thus 
*« For ALL alike provide ; 


« Learn to reftrain Afiiion's tears, 
& And check the boaft of Pride.” 
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Pas LE XYU. 


A.0E: DEADLY XIGHTSHADE * | 


"= IS EIEEEL 
> Ss 


ETESTED weed, enrag'd, I cried, 

« 'That ſpread'f thy poiſon'd train 
« In this fair land, in all their pride, | x 
6s rb hone beauteous flow'rers grace the Plain | 


\\ Wi 8,54 4. kb 
v« 'Thy baleful roots moſt. # urely riſe, 
« From diſmal, deep Tartarean ſhade 
« By Dzmans nurs'd in nether ſkies, 
*. In hoered Stygian gloom arnay 'd. 


* The juice of this weed was generally ſuppoſed 
to be uſed in Enchantments—There are however ſe- 
veral ſorts of it, all of which are not eſteemed dead*- 
ly ; but only this mentioned here, the juice of whoſe 
berries ſointoxicated the ſoldiers of Sweno, the Daniſh 
King, being mixed in their liquor, that they became 


an eaſy prey to the Scotch army, which ſurpriſed and 
cut moſt of them to Pieces. 
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_ HL, 


W Thee Cixicz, and Mgpaas — ; 
«In blackeſt dire, enchantment:'us!d,s 
« And: from-thy. pois'nous inftuenee drew. -. 
* Thoſe curſes which, high Heay'n refus'd. 


"IV. 


« Say, fell Enchantreſ; of the place 

© 'The foe, profeſt of hupan-kind ? 
| © Say-for whit ctimes man's hap'eſs-race | | 
« From thee ſuch num'rous evils-find ! > 


+ V, 


« Oh! quitthe: woods; the plains, the fields; 
; «6 Where health and plenty genial bloom : 


*« Retire. to rocks and deſert-wilds, . \/\ - 
« Qr.ſhade the;Mord'rer's horrid tomb ! 
he VI. 


« But bere may; ev'ry. healing flow'r _ 
; In all the;prime. of beauty bloom: | 
« Reſtoring Has AaLTH with- genial- pow'r, 
-- x eng: rich» perfume !”*- 
. I] ceas'd—= 


LY 


94 FABLES OF FLOWERS, 


- VIE. 


T ceas'd—The Flow'r ipdignant heard ; 
And ill its leaves diſplay'd 


- deep'ning gloom, and Rtrair appear'd 
A double n1GHT or diſmal SHADE. 


VII \f 


« Inſulting Man ! the trembling cries, 
« Of all the creatures moſt unjuſt ; 

«© Promp to tax Heayv'n with Is that riſe, 
« From bis own wild and evil luſt, 


© Go, aſk of genial Baccnvs? vine, 
- «© Where beauteous purple clufters | glow ; z 
« (Whoſe juice produces gen'rous wine, 
«© The boaſted balm of human woe.) 


| X, 
& Go, aſk what various ills ſucceed, 
«« 'That ſweet and precious balm's abuſe : 
* Ills that too ſurely ev'n exceed | 
66 Thoſe of wy fad and baneſul juice, | 
« Ye 
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*« Yet baneful avhere? when ai/apply'd .- 

« $0 is each. high priz'd blefling too 
« This leſſon learn ! Repreſs thy pride, 
* Nor ſeek to rob me of my due ! 


XIT. 


« Enow the ſame Pow's that bade me grow, 
« Gave ev'ry flow'r to bloom, 
« To whom as ſweet my bloſſoms glow, 

| © As thoſe which ſhed perfume, 


XIII. 


« Let Man his paſſions wild command, 
« And huſh them wiſely 1nto Peace 
« For CixcE's cup, Mepaza's wand, 


« Were innocent compar'd to thg/e. 


XIV. 


« For wx, great Nature's will diſplay'd 3 
« Contented I ſhall here fulfil ; 


* Should ever be accounted :/1,”” 
| Ye Sh 


' Nor dream that aught which 51s has made, 


Go 


1 ; 
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XV. 


Go thou, ford, youth, and Vie TV's Pour 
With equal care and joy obey * 

Then ev ry. Weed ſhall prove a "Fhewr, ; 
To ftrew, through Lift, hy dtflin' d ge 


"s 
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FABLE XVIII: 
The FUNERAL FLOWERS. 


vp 


S, lonely walking o'er the plain, 
With ſolemn ſtep and flow 

A hapleſs ſwain, at midnight hour, 
Went forth to vent his woe ; 


Il, 


His hand the ſweeteſt low'rets fill'd 
That glow'd with beauty's bloom ; 

Now deſtin'd with their richeſt tints 
'T? adorn his Laura's tomb, | 


| 
Lo ! there each mournful plant he ſtrew'd 
Which vernal FL.ok a bears ; | 
With frequent ſighs diſpers'd them round of 
And water'd them with tears, 


[, ; *_ 7" - There 
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IV. 
There was the Vi'LET's purple hue, 
- And HyacinT#aus ſeen : 


The leaves with monarch's names inſcrib'd; 
And plaintive notes between, 


V. 


Sweet RoszMARY, and many 2 plant 
In Eaſtern gardens known: 

And Lover's MYRTLE, which the Queen 
Of Peauty deigns to own. 


VI. 


A Sage, who: wander'd there alone 
| In the dank.dews of night, 

To gather plants of myſtic pow'r, 
Beneath the moon's pale light, 


VII. 


With ſcornful ſmile, and eye aſkance, 
The hapleſs youth. ſurvey'd ; 

Who paid the laſt ſad tribute. there 
To the porn maid, 
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VIN. 7 
<« And, what! (faid'he) ſhall thoſe ſweet flow'rs, 
« Which ſinking life can ſave, 


« And plants of aromatic ſcent, 
&« Adorn a dreary grave ? 


IX. 


* For ſhame, fond youth ! learn Nature's gifts 
« With better {kill to prize, 


| « Attend her precepts ;z—read them here x 3 
« Be Frugal, and be avi/e.” 


X, 


He ceas'd; the fighing youth reply'd, 

* To Laura's ſhadel pive, - 
«© Unblam'd, each emblematic flow'r, 
 « Which foe firſt taught to live, 


RI, 


« And frequent here fair Fr.or a's train 
« Untulld by mx ſhall bloom ; 

« And, nurs'd by bright Aurora's tears, 
66 Difuſe their rich perfume, 


nd, E 2 FO 66 Ther 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
j 
| 
| 
| 


— 


*. 4 .- * E 
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XIT. 
'& 'Then urge me not, with narrow mind, 


« 'To wrong the duſt below vS% 


*« Put rather THOU expand thy, heart, 
« And gen'rous tears beſtow.” 


XIII. 


Thus as he ſpoke, the RepBREAsT mild, 
The friend of human-kind, _ 

Scatter'd with leaves the humble mound, 
And gn the turf reclin'd, 


XIV. 


While Pn1LomeL with plaintive notes 
Sweet funeral dirges ſung 

O'er Laura's tomb, who oft? in life 
Had mourn'd her raviſh'd young. 


XV, 


« And yain (ſhe fang ) was Wiſdom's lore, 
«« That taught the heart to hide ; 
« And vain the empty idle boaſt 


.«« Of Philoſophic Pride.” 
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XVI. 


The flow'rs more ſweetly ſeem'd to ſmile 
Reviving at her lay; 

And ſweeter ſcent, and freſher green, 
The ſmelling leaves diſplay, M 


XVIL 
The Sage ſtood check'd, the ſolemn ſong 
Such virtue could impart ; ; 


He dropp'd a tear, to pity due, 
That humaniz'd the heart. 


XVIII. 


The *©* praceful ſoftneſs of the ſou!” 
He learn'd thenceforth to prize ; | 
And own'd, where NATURE touch'd the Heart» 
*Tawas FOLLY to be WISE, - 


The | 
E 3 FABLE 
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FABLE XIX. 


The FIELD and GARDEN 
DAISY. 


be T., 
N fields, where Thames her filver fiream 


Tranſlucent, gently pours along ; 
Where ſcenes illym'd þy Phcebus' beam 


Inſpire the lofty poet's ſang ; 
IT. 
A mead endow'd with vich perfume, 
Extends its ſpacious verdant bed ; 


Where fragrant Field-flow'rs wildly bloom, 
In ſweet confuſion widely ſpread. 


IT. 


It chanc'd a youth had there in ſport 

A choice priz'd Gaxpen Datsr rear'd, 
Which *midit the tribe of wilder ſort 
' Full haughtily at firſt appear'd, 


cc Away j 


k 
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IV, 


« Away ! (ſhe cried) plants'of an hour, 
«© Whoſeleaves no real culture know ; 
|  Reſpe&the Cultivated Flower, 
6 'That 23/gns in common fields to grow ! 


V. 
And chiefly thou that boat'ſt my ame, 
© Though ſurely nor to me ally'd ; 
f With native weeds thy kindred claitn, 
« Nor think to flouriſh by my fide ! 


VI. 


I know thee not ;---thy form diſdain : 
« In native ſplendour ever bright 
« Tris has dipp'd my painted train, 
« All beautevus to th* admiring fight. 


VII. 


« Whilſt Tyov !---But vainly ſpent the hours, 
« On ſuch a flow'r as zhee beſtow'd ; 

*« Diſdain'd by all the fragrant flow'rs, 
« 'That deck my late, belov'd abode. 
E 4 *« Know 
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VIIT. 


« Know ME your queen, no more preſume |! 
«« Humbly confeſs ſuperior ſway ; 

« Nor longer in my prelence bloom, 
«« Butlearn to tremble, and obey. 


IX. 


«« To foul reproach (the Daisy cries) | 
«« What proper anſwer can we yield, 

6 When cultivated flow'rs deſpiſe 
« The fimple natives of the field? 


X 


«« Yet whatart Tyov ? proud child of earth, 
« Deſcended ſurely but from me, 

« Who mourn too late I e'er gave birth 
« To ſuch abſurd Ingrates as thee ; 


Xl. | 


« But here, alas ! ſhort is thy date, 
« Soon ſhall the ſoil deny thee room 
«« 'This ſpot where now thou hold'ft thy tate, 
* Will ſhortly proud one ! prove thy tomb.” 
, 4-166 The 
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XII. 


The Sun gaz'd hot, the foreign bed 
No nſeful moiſture would ſupply ; 

Soon did the boaſter hang her head, 
And drooping wither, fade, and die. 


XIIT. 


What need I more ?—The village ſwain; 
While on the verdant ſod reclin'd, 
feels the plain Moral of our ſtrain 
Deep graven on his artleſs mind. 
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FABLE XX; 


The'IRIS, or FLOWER-DE- 
LUCE, and the ROSE, 


I, 
d "to. ! There"are ſome who vainly proud, 
* Will boaſt of what is others? due, 


With empty titles cheat the crowd, 
And, ſhameleſs, ſet falſe ſhows to view, 


i IL 
it] | 
| Such always ancient worth diſgrace | 
Such make the nobleſt titles ſcorn'd ; 
But by bright honour's genuine race ( 


Thoſe ſplendid titles are adorn'd, 


Ill. 
The faireſt of ſweet FLor a's train 1 
Boaſt not the higheſt proudeſt name; . 
Nor men of their diſtinQions vain, Y 


truck votaries of fame, 
_D ox = | What 


—_ 
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IV. 


What is this bold and ſpreading flow's 
That calls a royal race her own, F 
Fit for a Prince's ſplendid bow'r 
And claims a pageant throne. , 


V. 


© Genius of Nations, (ſaid the flow'r) 
« You fhll on lofty monarchs wait, 

« And will prote& with all your pow'r 
«« The emblem of a mighty ſtate. 


. VI 


*« And, Goddeſs of the painted bow ! 
*« To thee I ſtill prove true; 

(« With all thy tints and purple glow, 
«« I boaſt thy name and beauties too, 


VII. 


This mark'd the Roſe, a modeft plant, 
In native maiden bluſhes bright | 


Who vex'd to hear the boaſter's yaunt 
Mildly afferts her native right, 
E 6 


« What 
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-vi1. 


« What are (ſaid ſhe) thy titles vain 
«© That boldly claim ſuperior {way, 

« Or why ſhould FLora's num'rous train 
&« Be forc'd to own thy Tyrant ſway ? 


IX, 


«© Palſe is thy boaſt fo ill diſplay'd 

« Ey'n haoughty GaLL1a's ſelf ſhall own 
&« Her real Lilies drovp and fade 

« Where'er my brighter flow'rs are known, 


þ | 


« Why lIris?—"Tisa FLaG I ſee : 
« With Lilies ever I contend 

« But flow'rs (if ſuch they are) like thee 
« Tndiff*;ent view as foe or friend.” 


Xl, 


«« The vain pretender heard and bow'd 

« Confus'd, aſham'd, her drooping head; 
t« But to the Sun with bright'ning glow 

« The Rose her leaves all fragrant ſpread." 
To 
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XII, 


To HER the valu'd meed was giv'n, 
FLoRrA confirm'd her modeſt reign ;« « 
Thus real worth confirm'd by Heaw'n 


Heaw'n will from Age 10 Age maintain. 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXL 


The CROWN 1MPERIAL and 
HEAR T*'s-EASE. 


Jo 


O! Where from realms of riſing light, 


«© From ancient BacTxa's well 
known land, 


& With interwoven people bright 
« The haughty enſign of command. 


II. 


The Crown IMPERI1AL rearing high 
His regal rich and gorgeous head, 
And to the diſtant lofty ſky, 


His idle pageant vainly ſpread. 
II. 
Beneath in humble ſtation near 
The lovely fair VioLAa grew 


Whoſe flow'rs the name of Hear!'s-Ea/ſe bear, 
Which can our mortal cares ſubdue. 


The 
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IV. 


The purple monarch ſwell'd with pride 
Her blooming beauties to behold, 
To ſee her flouriſh near his fide, 


And thus his ſwelling, anger told, 
V. 


« Seeſt thou not here the glorious pow'r 
« 'The Fields and Gardens mighty King, 
& Th imperial crown that decks my flow'r 
« And glittering gems that round me ſpring ? 


YL. 


« Go, thou baſe daughter of low earth, 

« And near to ſome vile cottage grow, 
's Nor let thy paltry race have birth 

* Where my ſuperior bloſſoms glow !”? 


VII. 


The ſweet VioLa inly mourn'd 
The lofty boaſter's ill-plac'd pride, 
And while this anſwer ſhe return'd, 
TY inſulting flow'r with pity ey'd, | 
. « Thee 
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VIII. 


« Thee purple tints (ſaid ſhe) adorn, 
« 'Thy leaves indeed with ſplendour ſhine ; 
&« But to breath fragrance on the morn, 


« Proud, gaudy flow'r ! was never thine, 


IX. 


. 4 'That I am ſtranger to thy train 
«© 'The cauſe is eaſy ſure to tell ; 
«« For when did HearT's-East ever deign 


« With loſty, proud crown'd heads to dwell. 


X. 


« But ME in Life's ſequeſter'd vale 
& Moſt ſurely may you ever find ; 
«« 'There ſtill zzy fimple ſweets prevail, 
« Where partial Fortune proves leaſt kind. 


« Not 
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XI. 


«« Not wealth nor all the pomp of fate 
'& Can peace or happineſs beſtow : 
« On ſweet content alone await 
« All bſe, all happine/s we find below.” 


J 


FABLE 
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FABLE XXII 


The NASTER TIUM and the 
WALL-FLOWER 
| 


GAINST a ſunny fence below, 


The fair Nafturtium fitly plac'd 3 
Obſerv'd how with a bright'ning glow 


Tts top the fragrant Wall-Flower grac'ds 


II, 


Without ſome kind, ſupporting pow'r 
Unable of herſelf to live, 
JIl could ſhe bear another flow'r 
An equal ſuccour ſhould receive. 


HI. 


At length, one ſultry ſummer day, e 
When Phoebus in his radiance ſhone 


| On both alike with heating ray, | MN 


_ M 


In envious guiſe ſhe thus begun, 
EE 408 « Could 
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IV. 


Could Ilike Thee, perfume the ſkies 
« Would I a place remote aſſume, 

* On yonder peak unnotic'd riſe 
* Andidly waſte my richeſt bloom ? 


V. 


Oh ! yield to thoſe of humbler ſeed, 
« That ſtrange uncputh ignoble place, 
© Nor, like ſome noxious worthleſs weed, 


« Nurſe there thy ſweet and beauteous race. . 


VI. 
the ſpoke—The Wall-flow'r made reply, 


«© Ambition's madneſs ne'er was mine ; 
&« This place can all my wants ſupply, 
«© Do thou be ſatisfy'd with thine. 


VII. 


& Full well can I thy drift perceive, 
«© Who, meanly envious of my lot, 
* Would*ſt me of every aid bereave, 


« Drawn from my much-lov'd, native ſpots 
«© Yet 
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van. 


« Yet yonder genial ſource of fire, 
« Suffices both at once to warm : 
4 'Then thou forego the bad defire 
« That prompts to ſeek thy neighbour's harm 


IX, 


« But what if I hould be betray'd, 
« 'To quit this envy'd height ſublime z 
_& Nay, were [ low in aſhes laid, 


« Couldit Thou ere hope the height to climb- 


X, 


«© Ah no !—=Where envy ſpreads her train 
«« Peace, Love and Joy mutt all retire. 
* Her vot'ries feel eternal pain, 
« Unpity'd burn in ceaſeleſs fires. 
| « Felicity 
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| 

Xl. | F [ 

« Felicity with concord lives, | | | 
«© Deiighting in the bond of peace, Hit 

'* While Heav'n its bliſs fill bounterus gives, | 
4 Ana, ſmiling, bleſſes the increaſe. 
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FABLE XXII. 


I 


wW ITHIN a cryſtal riv'let bright, , 
The fides with lively verdure crown'l, 


Whoſe ſurface ting'd with orient light, ( 
 , Reflected wide the landſcape round, 


i 


IT, 


A Warter LiLy praceful rear'd 7 
Above the filver ſtream her head, 

In vegetable pride appear'd, S $3 
Whill o'er the wave her leaves were ſpread, 


III. 


Thence ſhe beheld the banks with flow'rs 6c 
Of various kinds and hves array'd, 
And bcauteous overhanging bow?rs ( 


That caſt a pleafing length of ſhade, 


Fe 
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. TV. 


For there the lofty Poyr ar prew 


Alternate mingling white with green, 
And there the ruſtling Aſpin too 


With ever trembling leaves was ſeen. 


FW. 


yo” 079—=——> - __ 
oy = 
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ts EE net 


The WiLLow bending from the land, 
Drinks deeply of the fireain below, 
Cows.1P and PrRiNtRosE near at hand, It 

And purple Iris brightly glow, Lil 
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VI, 


The Lily view'd the ſcene around 
And thus in plaintive accents cry'd : 
While gentle Zephyrs caught the ſound, 
And bore it ſtrait from {ide to fide, 


VII. 


« Ah! hapleſs caſe, ah ! cruel \:te ! 
«© Whilſt others bloom on yon1er ſhore, 
* Among their kindred tribes ny fate, 
« All lonely I muſt till deplore. 


Fi «« Condemn'd I | | 


/ 
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VII. 


« Condemn'd within this watry waſte, 
«« For ever hopeleſs to remain, 

©*© Nor know the joys which others taſte, 
« On yonder happy, flow'ry plain, 


IX. 


The Gzn1vs of the Warr ſigh'd, 
And paſſion touch'd her heart, 
« How dar'ſt thou theſe offend (ſhe cried) 
« The bounteous Pow'r by which thou axr 


X. 


- 66 'Thoſe other plants you muſt perceive, 
« All ſprung from-bounteous mother eart: 
& And grateful tribu:e ſtill they give # 
« To Her who nurs'd and gave them bir 


XI. 


«& While Thou alas ! ſhould I reſtrain 
« The leaſt of my imparted flore, 

« Might call on other pow'rs in vain, 
« And certain fall to riſe no more, 


£6 Har 
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XII. 


« Happy thou art ; in beauty dreſt, 
«© Lay not improper blame on we; 

«& That which makes other flow'rete bleſt, 
« Wonld prove a certain bane to zbee. 


XIII. 


« But of this maxim ftill ſecure, 

« From diſcontented thoughts refrain, 
« What Heav'n ordains is beſt be ſure, 

« All other fancy'd good is wain.” 


— po" FoabLs 
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FABLE XXIV. 


The PINKS and AR BUTUS. 


C - 


V IR T UE our ftrit regard commands, 
Alike ſhould be by all rever'd 


Whether the growth of foreign lands, 
Or in our native country rear'd. 


IL 


Rame, the great miſtreſs of the Earth, 

Such heights ſublime had ne'er attain'd ; 
From other climes the train or worth, 

Had her brave ſons, too proud, difdain'd. 


ur. 


From foreign arts and arms ſhe found, 
Her greateft pride and fplendour roſe j— 
Thoſe gloriee which her natives crown'd 
She borrow'd from ſurrounding foes, 
| F 2 | Vain 


from Italy, 
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TV. 
Vain 1s the haughty ſe!fiſh mind 
Which deems no real worth is found, 


But in the narrow ſphere confin'd, 
Of our own much-lov'd native ground, 


V. 


Though not to every ſtrange abode, 
We need for worth or fame to roam ; 
Yet real Virtue nurs'd abroad, 
Deſerves our cheriſhing at home. 


VI. 
'T'was ca the border of that ftream, ® 
Where thouſand various beanties riſe'; 


Of high-brow'd cliffs, gilt with So1.'s beam, 
Woods, lawns, and diſtant miſty ſkies, 


* The Lake of Killarney, moſt romantically ſitv- 
ated in the county of Kerry, in Ireland, where the 
Arbutus tree is found; which bears a moſt beautiful 
bloſſom, and a fruit ſometimes uſed for food, and 


which is ſuppoſed to have been tranſplanted thither 


 ”PTwas 
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VII. 


On fair Irxne's ſweeteſt ſpot 
A lofty green AxBuTvs plac'd, 
Bloom'd near a highly cultur'd {pot, 


With glowing Pinks unnumber'd grac'd: 


VIII. 


SeLIN a, from her native bow'rs, 
The foreign tree with ire ſurvey'd ;_ 
And, bloom'ſt thou near Iennz's flow'rs, 
Exclaim'd th* impatient, redd'ning Maid, 


IX... 


&* Oh could theſe hands thy root diſplace! » 


* But fince alas ! that cannot be, 
** Far I'll remove our fragrant race, 
* Which long have roſe too near to Thee”. 


d of 


She ſaid, when to, her view appear'd 


An ancient Hermit, wiſe and grave ; 
With filver'd locks and ſtreaming beard, 
The Tenant of the lonely Cave, 


"2 Hh | F 3 Her 
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X1. 


Her raſhneſs mildly he reprov'd, 

« Lo! theſe thy highly favour'd flow'rs 
« Will fade and die (faid he) remov'd 

+ From yonder native welt known bow'rs. 


«© What tho” th* Arbutus (hal! preſutne | 
« To flouriſh Iofty' ini thy latid, 


% Do not hiv flowre which hed perfume, 
< Ay fairs lot 416k defiant? 


_ 
« Know that thy country's wealth muſt riſe 
© Not merely from herſelf foie, 


*« But frony each'fiVrirg Hithi'tlfar this 
++ With her'to fit fair FroddolPrhirone, 


XIV. 


« To blootning plants'fr6fv other bow'rs 

__ «e Deny not here a foft'ring place, 

© When thoſe fair plants, or nſeful flow'rs, 
as Bring bealth of mo ſweet, or grace. 


« The 
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XV. 


« The idle weed alone reje& ? | 
\«« That blooms the flow'rers to deſtroy, 
*'The reſt which -ric your. reſpeR, 
s Still cultivate with care and joy.” 
| XVI. 
The hir one heard, from: paſtion free, , 
Anc fuffer'd friendly ftill to bloom : 


The frqrant flow'rs and beauteous tree, 
Wheice vernal Zephyrs teal perfume. 


I ee <—w———_ 
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F ABLE XXV, 


The. COCK's COMB and SWEE-” 


Ss EI! 


I, 
IGH roſe the Sun, the fleeting hours 


Verg'd tow'rds its full meridian Izht, 


And all around the neighb'ring bow'rs 


Were crown'd with dazzling rays of] ght. 


"I 
Near where a verdant cluſter grew, 


At this ſerene, irradiate hour, 
The ſweet Dianihus ® humbly blew. 
A beauteous, ſolitary Flow'r, 


Ill. 


But where bright FLor a's mingl:d train 

> Diftus'd a native rich perfume ; 

The gaudy Cocx's Cons, idly vain, 
Appear'd in all its vernal bloom. 


* Another name for Sweet William. 


-, 
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IV. 


And,.*« Matchleſs exceHerce !”” (he fays) 
<<. With us what flow'ret can compare ? 


c« The ſweeteſt ofthe vernal race, OTE. 29 


o- "Wa ſurely: GEII_ES ſo fair, Hey 


* A 2 
k 
. © } . 


| « My creſted head/eteQ'T Ter, - 
*« And conſtant blaom'in matchleſs grace ; 
« With brighteſt hue 'my leaves appear, 
<« Of all the'garden's _— race. 


ww 


« Tranſplanted from celeſtial bow'rs,: -- - 
«© Deſcent from-Heav'n I rightly claim ah 
« And:from eternal-blooming. flow'rs, - 

0 Derive my ancient honour'd name.? 


"ip This j6a Kidd of Baſtard Amaranth, | 
*k | FE. Y Ao: wy Sweet 
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VIE, 


«© $weet tribes that Fron a's care employ, 
*« { He ſang) what beaities you diſplay != 


** Hence to behold your beight atray, 


VIII. 


«« 'To ne, the laſt of flow're, bequeath 
« Within the cultur'd. pake to grow : 

« And give the weſt winds gentle breath 
4 O'er this my lonely bed to blow. 


IX. 


Smit with the fragrance which afar 


"The paſſing winds rejoicing bore z 
I owi'd that flow'r deſerv'd my cart, 
Whoſe enipty rival chart no more fo 
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® The Cock's bein a gaudy Plowes, with- 
<t FRI es ENT. 
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R. 
Ye Fair ean you the Moral views 


In eaſy Fable thinly dreſt ? 
It is but this—-To Merit true, 


Throw beafiful Concombs from your breaft 
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FABLE XXVI, 
> Fen 
The /JASMINE and HEMLOCK. 


* 


| 


OW'RING aloft, a Jaszm1ne fair 
In a rich beauteous garden ftood ; 

And thence, nurs'd by wild Nature's care, 
The neighb'ring HzmLock angry view'd. 


Wl. 


High o'er the pale the haughty flow'r 

Was, angry ſeen to rear her head, 

_ And, glowing in her vernal bow'r 

She thus in loſty accents ſaid : 

A Bo & While 


Land wo 4 IRONY E 


| . AY 
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III, 
*« While Phcebus FRY his genial ray ! 
« How dar'ſt thou boldly here to grow d 


* And thy deteſted head to raiſe, 
«« Near where my fragranr bloſſoms ow 2, 


Iv. 


' r 
«+ 0 


The HzmLock ſtrait in wrath reply'd, 
«© Thou idle proud' inſulting thing ! 
&« Vain is alas thy ſwelling pride, - 
« Though deck'd in all the garb of Spring, 


V. 


TSP 
«©, 2 7 s 


« Thou, in the garden fair diſplay'd, 
_ «© May'ſt pleaſe indeed the roving eye. 
« I in ſome field or ſecret ſhade 


** My uſeful ſuccours till ſopply. = K 


\ 


FR" 
<x" 


— CT - 


: dA — _ 
— —— —_— : : . 
—_ — D— Pn a—_ y—— — ons = ye toy aa m —_ 
X OTE —, - PIR hs LY 
A zz Aw ana bo wi nth - -- Ib at Wlltoed- 7 « ET '. 


i144 FABLES OP PLOWERS. 


” 
'A 
b 


« Me the grave Leech, who in his feat, 
« Turns Nature's afefal volume o'er, 

« Oft faatches frotn my low eſtate, 
« And places in his precious ſtore, 


VII. 


<< 'There, th health-beftowing flow'ss, 
_« He wiſely ranks my honoar'd name ; 
« And, whilh be all employs my powr's, 
<< Bxalts bim/elf to endleſs fame. 


VIII. 
« Thus death and life alike f lai, 


« Bat neither can to zhee belong : 


*« Though oft by poets rais'd to fame, 
.'«< The thenie of many a tuneful ſong,” 


But 
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= - 
Fur il behotd with candout dug, 
Thoſe gifts thou canſtſnot hope to ſhare, 
And keep this maxim in thy view, 
The USEFUL far excells the Fair, 
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FABLE XXVI.. 


The CARNA TION and SOU. 


.,THERN WOOD. 


Fab 


ICH in each ſplendid various dye, 


kd. The beauteous ſweet Carnation 


ſtood ; 


While with a proud diſdainful eye 


The humble SouTHrtr nwoonr 


II. 


ſhe view'd. 


«© What vanity has plac'd thy ſeat, 

« (She ſtrait exclaim'd) ſo near my fide; 
«« For ev'n to grow in this retreat, 

« Argues alone thy matchleſs pride. 


II. 


<« Say, what art thou, thyſelf no flow'r, 
«6 That dar'ſ intrude thy preſence here ; 
«< *Midſ plants fit for a prince's bow'r, 


_«« Flow'rs fit for glorious kings 


to wear ? 
« Whate'er 
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"IV, 


« Whate'er I am,” the plant then ſaid, 


« My poſt tis ſure I well maintain ; 
«© And chearful lend my needful aid, 


© Where thine, alas : were idly vain, 
Ge. - 


« Say, could thy flow” rs of brighteſt hue 
« Dreadful Infe#iors force withſtand ? 
«© Ah what could all thy beauties do, 
« If ſpotteU-plagues laid waſte the land ? 


"Ivt, © 
« Mean as I am; the taſk is mine, 
«© To purge the foul, unwholeſome air ;_ 
« To clear the brain, the blood refine, 
'« And ſeat the fair HyGs1a * there. 


« yeq51 ale] 6. WW; 
" Nay, farther ſtill ;—thyſelf ſhalt own 


*« How oft when aptly join'd with thee ; 
** Thy bloſſoms ftill have brighter ſhone, 


« Their beauties all inhanc'd by me. 


« The, Goddeſs of Health, . ”T 
71. 8 = Days 


" 
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VIII. 


« Say, if each warbler of the grove 
| « Should'contunt chuſe the felf-famre firain ; 
« Would tie t{t'd exr ſuch muſfc love, 
« Of coulTit wilk 16 hear again } 
<7 
« Nature, who. made us. what we me, 
« Tocachdiddif rent gifts impart x 


' Ahdigave toall their-portion'fain, . 
«« Dealt freely by her plaftic art, - 


x. 
« Meet thy ſweeteſt fragrance grace, 
« Ev'n from the early bloom of May = 


&« And thee will 7 and all thy race 
_ 4 With conſtant ſov reign balm repay.” 
Prudent ſhe ſaid ;—her rival, now 
Adopts the healthful fmelling green ; 
And one for Uſe, and one for Shoe, 
- Together ill are always ſeeti, " 
earn 
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Letrr! herice, That wirivnd thilknrs gin/h 
Mean wariogfly thi awerld to bleſt « 

fnd thus on MUTUAL WANTS kind Heaw'n 
Bailds all our MUTUAL HAPPINEDS, 
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FABLE XXVIIL 


The ROSEMARY and FIELD. 
a wr es | 


3) bd 


PON the fam'd Hyyanis! FIT 
By chance, in days of yore, 
A tuft of Roſemary there grew, 
Which ſcented all the ſhore, 
IT. 
And near at hand a field-flow'r raig'd 
Its variegated head ; 


And view'd full many a ſpacious tracks 
With dreary defarts ſpread, 


I. 
But where the river roll'd its ftreamny 
Unnumber'd inſets ſwarm'd; 
Which roſe in myriads into life, 
By ProgBus? influence warm'd *. 


* On the banks of the river Hypanis, there is a 


fort of inle&, whoſe life is ſaid to extend only from 
the 0 to the as of the ſun. Th 
e 


þ + 


Bi 


[i 
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Tv. 
The ſame revolving day that ſaw 
Their ſcene of life begun, 


Beheld them fink to duſt again, 
With the declining ſun, 


Th. 
| And one of theſe, at noontide hour, | 
(The hardieſt of his race) 


141 


Urg'd to the Field-flow'r bright and gay h 


His quick and eager pace, 


-VL 


But when no fragrant ſcent he found 
In that ſame flow'r ſo bright; 

He to the'ſweeter Roſemary 
DireQed ftrait his flight. - 


. VIL 


The /afting aromatic plant, 

His ſpeed with. wonder-view'd:; 
Advis'd him other flow'rs to ſeek, 
Nor on her ſpot intrude, 
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AN can I for hee (ſhe ſaid) 
0 y happier pow'rs diſplay 
Or with my laſting flow'r ſupport 2 
« The iſe of a day ? Fm 
AX. 


«« Sure Nature form? 
« Continual to, +> La ban rs, I. 
6 Ner ever,meant yaur, race to know : 
One pure, ſubſtantial joy.” | 


'X. 


_ «« Not ſo”? the wiſer Inſet 
: — deſcent I _ 
| HOEBUs' ſelf * 
Me you cannot more, 


"SL 


oh When if to me a thorter date | 
- » If OR is givin; 
Ly TR ans yy 
I atk of Heay'n.. 
___ ©& Beneatlff 
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| XY, 


« Under the Muſhroom's ſpacious ſhade, 
** Or in the moſly how'r, 
« Or ftill at noon as zow reclin'd, 1 
« Beneath ſome fragrantflow'r. h | 
o Know, that as much of life I trace iÞ 
[-. Of In one revolving ſun; 


* As yonder herds, at .deſtin'd a 
*« Full many:an age has rug» wy 


XIV. 


4 For equal are preat Nature's gifts, 
«« And but an idle dream ; | 

« The boaſt of T11me, which glides away 
« Swift as the paſſing ſtream. 


XV. 


« Well'to employ the preſent hour, 
« Sweet plemt;:be ever:;thine ; 
« Lipx's little days anbes tnce dlaps'dy 
* Shall few 81 fhtrt ar MARE 
| I 7 FABLE 
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FABLE XXIX. 


The JUDGEMENT of the 


BY | 
F: AR Ss the: buſy kts of men, 
- Far from the glaring eye of day ; 


Still Fancy paints, with Nature's:pen, 
Such tints as never can decay, 


I | 


Near Avon's banks, a cultur'd ſpot, 
With many a tuft of flow'rs adorn'd, 
Was once an aged ſhepherd's lot, 
Who ſcenes of greater ſplendour ſcorn'd, 


' 1. 


Three beauteous daughters bleſs'd his bed, 
Who made the little plat their care ; - 

And ev'ry ſweet by FLor a ſpread 
Attentive ſtill, they planted there, 

. Once 
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IV. 


Once, when till ev'ning veil'd the (ky, 

The fire walk'd forth,and fought the bow's ; 
And bade the lovely maids draw nigh, 

And each ſele& ſome favour'd flow'r, 


V. 


The firſt, with radiant ſplendor charm'd, 
A variegated Tubp choſe: 


The next, with love of beauty warm'd, 
Preferr'd the ſweetly-bluſhing Roſe, 


VI, 


The third, who mark'd,with depth of thought, 
How thoſe bright Flow'rs muſt droop away, 

An Ev*ning Primroſe only brought, 
Which opens with the cloſing day. 


'VIL, 


The ſage a while in ſilence view'd 
The various choice of flow'rs diſplay'd - 
And then\(with wiſdom's gift endu'd) 
Addreſs'd each beauteous lit ning maid ! 
G *« Who 


—  —  — _—_——_ 
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VII. 


«© Who choſe the Tulip's ſplendid dyes, 
«« Shall own, too lace, when that decays, 
* That vainly proud, not greatly wiſe, 
'6. She only caught a ſhort liv'd blaze. 


IX, 


« 'The Roſe, though beauteous leaves and ſweet 
_ _ «« Its glorious vernal pride adorn : 

«© Let her who choſe beware to meet 
2 The biting ſharpneſs of its thorn. 


X. 


4+ But Ge, who to fair day-light's train 

«« The Ev*ning flow'r more juſt preferr'd ; 
*4 Choſe real worth, nor choſe in vain 

** The one great obje& of regard. 


XI. 


«+ Ambitious zhoa / the Tulip race 
++ Make not, in life's ſhort courſe, thy care : 
«« Canght with ſweet pleafure's roſy grace, 
«« Do thou its harper thorns beware. 
| «© They 
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'XII. 


& Thou prudent flill to Vartue's lore, 
« Attend, and mark her counſels ſage ! 
« She like :hy fow'r has ſweets in ſtore, 
* 'To ſoothe the ev'ning of thine age.” 


XIII. 


He ceas'd—attend the moral ſtrain, 

The friendly Muſe enlighten'd pours ; 
Nor let her pencil trace in vain 

The ſimple Judgment of the flow'rs, 
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WILD FLOWERS. 


The VIOLET. 


WEET tenant of the peaceful del), 
Thou brighteſt flow'r it Flora's wieath ; 


Such fragrance yieles thy little cell, 
As *Arno's ſmiling vallies breath, 


*Soon as the Swallow ſeeks our ſky, 
Doft thou, reclus'd, by moſly {prings, 
Invite the roving Butterfly, | 
To bathe in dew his fiirer wings. 


* The Valleys bordering on the river Aro in 
Jialy, .are remarkable for their flow'ry produttiont, 
G3 Sequeſte:" 


Sequeſter'd ſweet ! whilſt Summer reigns, 
| From empty noiſe and buſineſs free, 
I love to haunt the checquer'd plains, 
With ſober Solitude, and Thee. 


Whilſt others ſeek the downy bed, 

-I oft? at noon by thee recline, 
Agd whilſt thy ſear bears up my head, 
\ Enraptur'd, dream of things divihe. 


- Come from that ſeat, thou vernal boon, 
| Well pleas'd I']1 bear thee thro? the grove, 
(Where birds are ſweetly wrapt in tune) 

To grace the breaſt of her I loye. 


THE 


THE BOUQUET, &ec. ui 


The HAW THORN BLOOM. 


ROLIFIC Nature now behold, 
Grown laviſh of her ſwezts ; 

She deals them out an hundred fold, 
To ev'ry Bee ſhe meets; 

Ten thouſand beauties give delight, 
And note their rich perfume ; 

But nothing ſure can charm the fight, 
Like yonder Hawthorn Bloom, 


O! come my Phoebus let us haſte, 
To yon” gay vale below ; 

The pleaſure there my love ſhall taſte, 
Which cities can't beſtow : 

PH fingle out the broadeſt tree, 
And underneath its gloom ; 

Tll ng the neweſt ſongs to thee, 
Amidit the Hawthorn Bloom, 


PI fing of all our pleaſures paſt, 
Our infant hopes and fears ; 

And thou ſhalt wiſh the theme to laſt, 
Till grey-ey'd eve appears. 

Juſt where that wanton Butterfly, 
Expands his golden plume, 

We'll fit (for ſure no harm is nigt.) 
And breathe the Hawthorn Bloom, 


G 4 Then ! 


_ ' abt _— 
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Then ! haſte my love, for ah! too ſoon 
Old Winter will be here ; 

'To rob us of the Throftle's tune, 
And ev'ry ſcene that's dear ; 

O ! haſte and make a ſwain ſincere, 
Acquainted with his doom ; _ 

For that's the moſt I wiſh to hear, - 
Peneath the Hawthorn Bloom, 


THE 
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The PRIMROSE. | 


ALE trifle-of the milder glade, 
A fav'rite with my gentle maid; ” 
Tis you foretel the riſing Spring, ; 
And warn the forward Thruſh to ſing. | 


Short, very ſhort, is Winter's reign, - / 
Sweet flow*r, when you return again, 


Fair harbinger of mirth, with you 
The concerts of the groves renew; 
"Tis you inſpire the tender Dove, 
And bid the Black-bird woe his love, 
Short, &c. | 


At thy approach, the Woodcock flies, 
To frozen'Lapland's darker ſkies ; 
While * Progne comes to rear her cell, 
And greet her ſiſter Philomel, ; 
'Short, &Cc. | | 


* The Daughter of Pandion, King of Athens, 
a3 turned into a Swallow, according to the Fable, 


See Ovid, 
Gs At 


> "<4 arr > Feeney WE; 
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At thy approach, to welcome May, 
The ſhepherd makes his liv'ry gay ; 
His pipe that long had uſeleſs lain, 
Now wakes to ſports the drowſy plain! 


Short, &C, | |; 
When thou appear'ſt—ah?! wond'rous plan,? 
As when creation firſt began ; 


Kind nature opens to our fight, : 
A fund of profit and delight, 


Short, &c, 


THE 


THE BOUQUET, &c. 15; | 


The FURZE BLOOM 


—_ 


F you would deal delight immenſe 
To ev'ry ſofter, finer ſenſe, 
Straight from the duſky city fly, 
| And breathe beneath a clearer ſky, , 
The ſweets the blooming Furzes yield, | 
On Andred's ancient, famous weald, 


Where, whilſt I drink the balmy breeze, 
Pluck'd from the banks of ruſhy * Teile ; 


I hold the Furze's golden bloom, 
Not India boaſts of ſuch perfume ; 
Nor doth the cultur'd garden yield 


A brighter flow'r, nor doth the field, / 


In Spring the Linnet thinks it beſt, 
In Furzy brake to build her neſt ; 
Where while ſhe broods, her gentle mate 
(Ah ! what a tranquil happy ſtate) 
Warbling will fit the live-long day, 
Whilk all his care's to make her gay. 


© A Riyulet near the Weald of Kent. | 
G66 O come 
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O come my loye and make me bleſt, | 

While yet the Furze Bloom ſhields the neſt, 
And like the Linnet all the day, 

ll fing to you my blitheſt lay ; 
O haſte, while all is mirth around, 

And hills and vales with bliſs abound, 
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The *WILD ROSE. 


7 HERE in the vale the Hawthorn blows, 
I pluck'd this faintly bluſhing Roſe ; 
] wove it careful with the reft, | 
And fixt the pofy on my-breaſt ; 
Then, to employ the leiſure hour, 
I thus addreſs'd the hedge-blown flow'r. 


Hail ! thou who once waſt dignify'd, 

More than all other flow'rs beſide, 

: When civil diſcord brav'd the held, 
'To grace the banner and the ſhield; 

Ah ! hapleſs days of heartfelt pain, 
May we ne'er know the like again. 


Hail ! pretty bloom that haſt been ſeen, 
T? adorn the boſom of a queen ; 


Till by the artiſts wond*rous care, 
'Th* exotic grac'd the gay parterre ; 
Forſaken now and hardly known, 
In thorny brake you bloom alone. 
® The Standards of the Houſes of York and Lan- 


caſter, were charged with the Engliſh or Wild Roe. 
| That the Wild Roſe was the common bearing, 


appears from the coin of thoſe days. 
| Such 


18 THE BOUQUET, &c. 


Such is our fickle ſtate on earth, 
| We ſcorn what once we thought of worth ; 
Ev'n him, the friend we thought moſt true, 
Is lighted oft? for one that's new ; 
To conquer this, tho' caſuiſts ftrive, 
Our diſpoſitions ſtill ſurvive. 
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The DAFFODIL: 


N regal pomp by fountain's brim, 
EK (No bloom bedighted half ſo trim) 
This Daffodil, at earlieſt day, 

I broke in twain and bore away z 
And as I trac'd the verdant plain, 

I carroll'd thus the Doric rain. 


8 O brilliant type of human fate, 

As thine, is our uncertain ſtate ; 
Like you from bud to bloom we run, 

And paily brave the ſummer's ſun ; 
Like you (ſo hapleſs is our lot) 

In bloom we're cropp'd and ſoon forgot. 


Yon, ſtill recluſe by woodland fide, 
Bud, bloom, and wither, undeſcry'd ; 

So in the humble vale of life, 
Unknown to riot, foe to ftrife ; 

The ſober ruſtic ſpends his day, 
And finds a gradual, calm decay, 


May 
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May Phebe, now in virgin bloom, 
Eſcape till age the common doom, . 
Vnruffled by the cares of life, 
O may ſhe live a charming wife 
As haleſome and as blooming ftill, 
As is this golden Daffodil, 
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N yonder hill-where kine-appear, 
And ſmall birds ſing their loves ſincere; 

I cull'd this blooming ſprig of Thyme, 
And thus I ſang in ruſtic rhyme ; 

Great Nature's wond'rous art we ſee, 
Thou pretty flow'r, portray'd in thee; 
Thy purple dye, thy fragrant ſmell, 

Sure no ſweet bloſſom can excel. 
O! how my flocks of Romney breed, 

Delight at morn, on thee to fezd ; 
I've ſeen them, when a downy gale, 

Has borne thy balm from Horſted vale, 
Regardleſs of the noon-ride ſun, 

Break thro? the Hawthorn hedge and run, 
(When I'd not chooſe to interpoſe) 

To revel where the Wild Thyme blows, 


Artracted by the chearing ſcent, 
Oft* up the lorty hills of Kent, 
Have I, and Phoebe, blithly ftray'd ; 
"Vhere, in ſome cool and quiet ſhade, 
Whiiſt buſy Neptune roll'd along, 

We've liſten'd to the Reed-bird's ſong ; 
Or told our loves, and nothing fear'd, 
Until the lamp of night appear'd. 
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The HARFT-BELL: 
| T HIS verdant ſtem of azure bells, 
' Which boaſts no culture, yet excels 

(ven firſt "tis water'd by the ſhow'r) 

Folfl many a fav'rite garden flow'r ; 
A balſam we from this derive, 

That's yearly treaſur'd in the hive, 
By Birchen Shaw, or clover meed, 

* Where ſhepherd lads their cattle feed ; 
I often.rovEat-rifing day, © 

'To cull the Haje-bell freſh and Say 3 : 
And then, exulting, I repair, | 


To weave it in my charmer's hair. 
How ſweet at ſunny noon to rove, 


Around the 'margin of the grove ; 

Juſt when the Hare-bell, freſh in bloom, 
Spreads far and: wide its rich perfume : 

Alluring wand'ring bees to ſip, 

| Rich honey;from. its: juicy. (lip. 

There, whilſt theſe flow'rs:their ſweets diffulc, 
I often court the rural muſe z - 

For there intruſion can't annoy, . | 
There the ſweet maid is ſeldom coy ; 

But with her dimpled viſage pay, 

* Grants all my ſuit, and fires my lay 
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